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Preparation of this document

This document has been prepared by the Secretariat of the General Fisheries Commission
for the Mediterranean (GFCM). It stems from the High-level conference towards
enhanced cooperation on Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture, held in Bucharest,
Romania, from 24 to 25 October 2016, and organized by the GFCM in partnership
with the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea, Mediterranean
Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS), the Commission on the Protection
of the Black Sea Against Pollution (Black Sea Commission), the Organization of the
Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC) and the International Organisation for the
Development of Fisheries in Central and Eastern Europe (Eurofish), and in collaboration
with the Romanian Government.

This publication gathers some information about the event, the outcomes of the
different panels which took place during the expert meeting, and the Declaration
adopted at the conclusion of the High-level conference towards enhanced cooperation
on Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture, also known as the “Bucharest Declaration”,
together with its Annex. The official speeches in Appendix 2 are reproduced in their
original language.



Abstract

The High-level conference towards enhanced cooperation on Black Sea fisheries and
aquaculture was organized in Bucharest, Romania, from 24 to 25 October 2016 by
the GFCM in partnership with the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans
of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS),
the Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution (Black Sea
Commission), the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC) and
the International Organisation for the Development of Fisheries in Central and Eastern
Europe (Eurofish), and in collaboration with the Romanian Government.

More than 100 participants attended the conference and discussed about the main
challenges and future prospects for sustainable fisheries and aquaculture in the Black Sea.
Participants included representatives from GFCM contracting parties (Albania, Bulgaria,
Greece, Romania, Turkey and the European Union), cooperating non-contracting
parties (Georgia and Ukraine), non-contracting parties (Armenia, Azerbaijan, the
Republic of Moldova, Serbia and the Russian Federation), international organizations,
non-governmental organizations, universities and academia. The conference was
structured around an expert meeting, divided into three round-table panel discussions,
followed by a high-level session where strategic aspects related to cooperation in
fisheries and aquaculture at the regional level were tackled.

The event was marked by the unanimous adoption of a declaration to enhance
cooperation in tackling the most urgent challenges to achieving sustainable fisheries
and aquaculture. This declaration marked a strong political commitment to increase
collaboration with a view to promoting the rational exploitation of marine living
resources, the sustainable development of aquaculture and the mitigation of threats
facing the marine environment and vulnerable species so as to ensure healthy and
productive ecosystems in the region.

FAO. 2017. GFCM High-level conference towards enhanced cooperation on Black
Sea fisheries and aquaculture: A declaration to boost regional cooperation in the sector,
24-25 October 2016, Bucharest, Romania, edited by Abdellah Srour, Fabio Massa,
Miguel Bernal, Nicola Ferri, Dominique Bourdenet, Margherita Sessa, Anna Carlson,
Julia Pierraccini and Ahmed Siliman. FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Proceedings
No. 52. Rome, Italy.
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Foreword

The High-level conference towards enhanced cooperation on Black Sea fisheries and
aquaculture represents a pinnacle moment in the history of fisheries and aquaculture
management in the Black Sea. Indeed, for the first time in the region, a strong political
commitment was made towards a common and collaborative approach to promoting
the rational exploitation of marine living resources, fighting illegal fishing practices,
developing sustainable aquaculture and mitigating threats to the marine environment.
The adoption of the Bucharest Declaration at the conclusion of this conference emanates
from a positive trend towards increased regional cooperation. In recognition of the
important role of the Black Sea in sustaining livelihoods and providing a source of
food and recreation, relevant stakeholders have come together in recent years to work
towards a common vision for the long-term sustainability of this sea.

The GFCM has aspired to be a driving force towards increased regional cooperation,
and the important achievements reached in the Black Sea over the last years mirror this
positive evolution. Although the Black Sea has always been part of the GFCM area
of application, the successive amendments made to the basic texts of the GFCM have
strengthened the role of our Commission in the region and have endowed it with greater
competencies. An independent performance review conducted from 2009 to 2011 has
helped identify gaps to be addressed in order to improve the management of fisheries
and aquaculture in the Black Sea. Spurred by this performance review, a Task Force
was established which steered an amendment process to modernize the institutional and
legal framework for the GFCM. This latest amendment, adopted on 20 May 2014, has
changed the nature of the GFCM and, among others, enhanced its role in the Black Sea
by introducing a subregional approach, strengthening its ability to promote compliance
and improve cooperation with states and organizations. Of note, this amendment
recognized the particular status of the Black Sea in the context of the GFCM by
establishing a special mechanism for bringing together riparian countries and giving
them the opportunity to annually examine salient regional issues. Since this important
milestone, enormous strides have been made towards improved cooperation, most
notably with the granting of the cooperating non-contracting party status to Georgia
and Ukraine in 2015 and with the increasing involvement of the Russian Federation in
GFCM activities.

The positive trends in regional cooperation, stemming from these momentous
changes over the past two decades, have put Black Sea riparian states in a position to take
action. In this respect, the adoption of the Bucharest Declaration on 25 October 2016
represents an important call to action. Although much progress has been made to reach
this point, the work ahead is even more crucial. It is now time to roll up our sleeves,
putting into practice the cooperative ideals that have been espoused, in order to make
headway towards a healthier and more sustainable Black Sea.

Abdellah Srour
Executive Secretary
General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean
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Background

Fisheries and aquaculture represent significant economic activities for Black Sea coastal
communities, yet despite their importance, their sustainable management faces a
number of challenges. The Black Sea is distinguished by a low salinity surface layer and
a significant anoxic layer below 200 metres depth, making it the largest anoxic body of
water on the planet. Because of this, the majority of commercially exploited fish species
live within the exclusive economic zones (EEZ) of several Black Sea riparian states,
or are migratory, with spawning and wintering areas in different areas of the sea. In
addition to these unique features, the Black Sea is also highly vulnerable to increasing
anthropogenic stress. Indeed, dramatic environmental changes have occurred in the
Black Sea ecosystem since the 1960s. Eutrophication, pollution and irresponsible
fishing activity have resulted in an overall decline of biological resources. These
changes have been accompanied by variations in the abundance and distribution of key
commercial species of marine living resources. For example, apex pelaglc predators have
shown an important decline, while European anchovy, a key species in the ecosystem
and the stock which sustains the largest commercial fishery in the region, collapsed
in the late 1980s. Other species, such as sturgeon, are considered to be threatened by
different human activities, including illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing
and pollution. With regard to aquaculture, its development in the Black Sea has been
limited to date, not only due to the environmental constraints noted above, but also
due to governance factors such as the implementation and coordination of appropriate
legislation, as well as economic factors such as high initial costs and limited funding
support. Taken together, the main issues facing the sustainable development of Black
Sea fisheries and aquaculture include inadequate management efforts and governance
capacities, as well as environmental constraints such as pollution and the introduction
of alien species. To address these issues, strong regional cooperation is needed within
the context of an ecosystem approach to fisheries management.

To increase regional dialogue on issues related to fisheries and aquaculture
management among the Black Sea riparian countries, the GFCM established in 2011
the Working Group on the Black Sea (WGBS). Consisting of national experts and
representatives of fisheries administrations in the riparian states, the WGBS seeks to
develop scientific advice on Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture management issues.
Since the establishment of the WGBS, work has been carried out in particular towards
the adoption of specific recommendations to revert the negative situation of fisheries
in the region. However, information on the status of Black Sea stocks is sparse, as
few stocks are regularly assessed and available time series are rather short. To address
these shortcomings, in 2013, the WGBS was futher enriched with the establishment of
a dedicated Subregional Group on Stock Assessment in the Black Sea (SGSABS). The
SGSABS aims to review the status of the main fish stocks in the Black Sea, focusing
particularly on turbot and small pelagic stocks such as anchovy and to examine existing
data and stock assessment methods for the main stocks in the area. The progress made
within the WGBS has been significant, to the extent that in the years following its
establishment, three binding recommendations specific to the Black Sea have been
adopted by the GFCM.

Important challenges still remain, however, towards the effective management of
Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture. Crucial gaps and needs identified by the WGBS
include improving the quality of scientific advice, in particular through common
scientific progammes and surveys, incorporating the views of different stakeholders
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in decision-making, and strengthening cooperation among different riparian state
administrations. Of particular focus are pernicious discarding and IUU fishing practices,
which have led to uncertainties in stock assessments. Furthermore, the WGBS work
programme has grown continuously over the years, justified by the alarming state of
Black Sea fisheries and ecosystems and the increasing need for strong scientific advice
to support management decisions; capacities, however, have not always kept pace with
the rapid development of the work programme. The establishment of a cooperative
regional project for the Black Sea has therefore been proposed as a tool for bridging
gaps at the regional level and ensuring the efficient completion of the WGBS work
programme. Although hurdles remain, these developments point to a decisive shift
towards a level playing field in the Black Sea and reflect the solid footing from which
riparian countries could take resolute action.

OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES

It is within this context, and in light of the strong commitment of the GFCM in
the Black Sea region, that the High-level conference towards enhanced cooperation
on Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture was held. The conference was co-organized
with ACCOBAMS, the Black Sea Commission, BSEC and Eurofish, and in close
cooperation with the Romanian Government. The role of this conference was
to provide a forum to discuss existing gaps and opportuntities for efficient and
sustainable fisheries and aquaculture management in the Black Sea, while setting
priorities for improving cooperation and providing technical support. The conference
gathered more than 100 participants (see plate 1). The conference was organized
over the course of two days, consisting of a day-long expert meeting, followed by a
day-long high-level session.

PLATE 1
Participants of the High-level conference towards enhanced cooperation on
Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture

— e .
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Conference overview

The expert meeting was divided into three round-table panel discussions dealing
with technical matters related to the most salient issues for Black Sea fisheries and
aquaculture management as follows:

Panel 1 - State of Black Sea marine living resources and their ecosystems

This expert session examined interconnected elements for efficiently managing Black
Sea fisheries and ensuring healthy ecosystems and discussed in particular the following
topics:

e the state of the main commercial fish stocks in the Black Sea, the provision
of scientific advice in support of management plans for priority species and
the challenges for implementing management measures (including the use of
minimum landing size, capacity control measures, area-based management tools,
legislative and governance issues, etc.);

* ecological challenges for the efficient management of fisheries, including incidental
catches of vulnerable endangered species and the increasing presence and
abundance of alien species;

® socio-economic issues in Black Sea fisheries, including discards and their relation
to the markets, diversification of small-scale fisheries to improve livelihoods of
coastal communities; and

® overcoming existing hurdles in collecting and submitting reliable data at the
regional level (e.g. biological data, socio-economic data, bycatch data): existing
data collection systems and challenges.

Panel 2 - Existing knowledge and efforts towards the assessment and
eradication of IUU fishing in the Black Sea
This expert session took stock of the current scale of TUU fishing, including its
foreseeable costs and impacts, in order to frame discussions around the most
appropriate international and regional policy instruments to be developed against the
background of the 2013 roadmap. In this regard, the session explored, in particular, the
role of monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS), including emerging technologies
that could be used in the Black Sea to address IUU fishing. The following topics were
discussed:
e taking stock of the extent of IUU fishing in the Black Sea;
® international, regional and national policy instruments, including the role of MCS;
and
e improving collaboration among Black Sea riparian states and overcoming
obstacles towards eradicating IUU fishing.

Panel 3 - Current state and future perspectives for the responsible
development of aquaculture in the Black Sea
This expert session addressed the status of the aquaculture sector in the Black Sea and
identified potential future actions to unblock, accelerate and secure the sustainable
development and growth of the sector. Such actions include the identification
of suitable areas for aquaculture farming, the enhancement of cooperation and
knowledge-sharing on topics of markets and trends, species selection, legislative and
governance frameworks and technology. The main topics discussed were the following:
e the status of aquaculture in each Black Sea riparian state and the potential future
development of the sector;
* markets, trends and demand for aquaculture products in the Black Sea;
® best practice examples of national and regional initiatives and priorities for the
integration of aquaculture, including allocated zones for aquaculture (AZAs),
within marine spatial planning; and
e the role of aquaculture in food security and nutrition in the Black Sea.
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The high-level session gathered officials and representatives who tackled several
strategic aspects related to regional cooperation on technical matters. At the conclusion
of the session, the Bucharest Declaration was unanimously adopted. For the first
time in the region, this declaration marks a strong political commitment to adopt a
common and collaborative approach to promote the rational exploitation of marine
living resources and sustainable aquaculture development, to fight illegal practices and
to mitigate threats to the marine environment. This declaration, as well as the results
achieved by the conference, are particularly relevant in the aftermath of the entry into
force of the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (PSMA). Through these outcomes, an
important step was made towards the wider ratification and implementation of the
PSMA in the region. The declaration, including its technical annex reproducing the
outcomes of the technical panels, is reproduced in the following section.

The conference was also marked by two important milestones. In light of its
increasing interest in GFCM activities in the Black Sea region, the Republic of Moldova
took this opportunity to officially request the status of cooperating non-contracting
party to the GFCM, as a potential preliminary step towards full membership.
Furthermore, a memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed between the GFCM
and Ukraine. This mechanism should enhance the capacity of national experts and
institutions dealing with fisheries and aquaculture.

THE WAY FORWARD

All the riparian countries, as well as other important actors in the region, have
recognized that regional cooperation and synergies were essential for facing the many
challenges in the sector. For this reason, they strongly welcomed initiatives such as the
BlackSea4Fish regional project which aims to facilitate coordination between national
administrations in charge of fisheries and marine environment among the Black Sea
riparian countries. Support for the BlackSea4Fish project was one of the most decisive
conclusions to emerge from the Bucharest Declaration and, as such, its launching is
imminent.

The future strategy for sustainable aquaculture development as well as the ongoing
mid-term strategy (2017-2020) towards the sustainability of Mediterranean and Black
Sea fisheries in the region will also be crucial for achieving the goals highlighted by the
conference.

In particular, the mid-term strategy is fully coherent with the targets set by United
Nations Sustainable Development Goal 14 — which is to conserve and sustainably use
the oceans, seas and marine resources — as well as with the Aichi Biodiversity Targets
and the FAO Strategic Objective 2 — which addresses the important role of fisheries
and aquaculture to promote sustainable development and blue growth.

The mid-term strategy includes five general targets (Target 1: Reverse the declining
trend of fish stocks through strengthened scientific advice in support of management;
Target 2: Support livelihoods for coastal communities through sustainable
small-scale fisheries; Target 3: Curb illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing through
a regional plan of action; Target 4: Minimize and mitigate unwanted interactions
between fisheries and marine ecosystems and environment; and Target 5: Enhance
capacity-building and cooperation). Although all targets are of crucial importance for
the effective management of Black Sea fisheries, Target 5 makes particular reference
to the special case of the Black Sea through a dedicated output which addresses the
strengthening of fisheries governance in the Black Sea. To this end, this strategy calls
for efforts to ensure, in due course, the full membership of all six Black Sea riparian
countries, as well as endeavours to establish a regional, scientific and technical
cooperation project for the Black Sea.









Declaration of the High-level
conference towards enhanced
cooperation on Black Sea fisheries
and aquaculture

(“Bucharest Declaration”)

BUCHAREST, ROMANIA, 25 OCTOBER 2016

At the invitation of H.E. Achim Irimescu — Minister of Agriculture and Rural
Development of Romania — the ministers and high-level representatives who met in
Bucharest, Romania, on 25 October 2016 on the occasion of the “High-level conference
towards enhanced cooperation on Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture” organized by
the Government of Romania together with the General Fisheries Commission for
the Mediterranean (GFCM) of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) in cooperation with the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans
of the Black Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS),
the Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution (Black Sea
Commission), the Organization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC)
and the International Organisation for the Development of Fisheries in Central and
Eastern Europe (Eurofish):

CONSIDERING

a. the vital role of healthy marine ecosystems and resilient marine living resources,
including shared fish stocks and vulnerable species, in the context of sustainable
development and blue economy for the Black Sea region;

b. the many challenges still to be met towards the sustainable management of
Black Sea marine living resources, including threats to these resources from
overfishing and illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, incidental
catches, pernicious discarding practices, ghost fishing, marine pollution, uneven
development of aquaculture and invasive species, among others; and

c. theefforts of FAO in promoting responsible fisheries and sustainable aquaculture
practices in the context of the Blue Growth Initiative and in encouraging broad
participation in the 2009 FAO Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent,
Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (PSMA),
including ratification by Black Sea riparian countries and its subsequent
implementation in compliance with their flag state responsibilities;

RECALLING
d. that currently Bulgaria, Romania and Turkey are contracting parties, Georgia
and Ukraine are cooperating non-contracting parties and positive cooperation is
ongoing between the Russian Federation and the GFCM;
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e. the role of the GFCM in staunchly pursuing enhanced cooperation, with

particular focus on riparian countries in the Black Sea region, building on the
foundations laid by the work of the Working Group on the Black Sea (WGBS)
which has been promoting since 2011 a concerted approach to addressing the
issues and challenges facing Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture; and

f. the decisive progress made towards improved intra-governmental coordination
among relevant regional organizations, including existing memoranda of
understanding between the GFCM-FAO and ACCOBAMS, the Black Sea
Commission and Eurofish, as well as ongoing cooperation with BSEC;

TAKING NOTE

g. of the technical outputs of the expert meeting held on 24 October 2016 to inform

discussions at this High-level conference, as reproduced in the Annex to this
Declaration;

We, the ministers and high-level representatives,

1.

encourage a common and collaborative approach to cooperation amongst
riparian countries in the Black Sea region with a view to promoting the
rational exploitation of marine living resources, the sustainable development
of aquaculture and the mitigation of threats facing the marine environment
and vulnerable species so as to ensure healthy and productive ecosystems. To
this end, we recognize that regional cooperation and synergies in the Black Sea
region should be enhanced, taking into account the particular characteristics of
each country in order to meet relevant global commitments such as the United
Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;

. acknowledge, to this end, the positive role of the GFCM as a regional organization

with competency over fisheries and aquaculture in the Black Sea and note, in
particular, the mid-term strategy (2017-2020) towards the sustainability of
Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries which adapts the targets in the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goal 14 and the Aichi Biodiversity Targets to
the specificities of the Black Sea region;

. within this context, look forward to increased coordination and synergies among

relevant organizations with competence in the Black Sea region, including, but

not limited to, ACCOBAMS, the Black Sea Commission, BSEC and Eurofish;

. call upon Black Sea riparian countries to implement more stringent measures for

efficient monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) systems in their exclusive
economic zones by having established necessary infrastructure and capacity,

including through the GFCM;

. also call upon Black Sea riparian countries to enhance multilateral cooperation

and implement actions to improve the sustainability of resources, particularly
with regard to scientific advice, sustainable small-scale fisheries, MCS,
capacity-building, as well as actions emanating from a regional plan of action to

fight IUU fishing;

. recognize the need for a regional project as a means to promote technical

cooperation in matters relating to the sustainable development of Black Sea
fisheries and aquaculture and commend the efforts by the GFCM and relevant
partner organizations to launch this project — BlackSea4Fish — and implement
it in a concerted manner at the regional level, with a view to facilitating
coordination between national administrations in charge of fisheries and marine
environment; and

invite the GFCM to regularly evaluate progress in the implementation of this
declaration through the most appropriate means.
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Annex

Technical outputs of the expert
meeting of the High-level
conference towards enhanced
cooperation on Black Sea fisheries
and aquaculture

Panel 1: State of Black Sea marine living resources and their ecosystems
The participants at the expert meeting of the High-level conference towards enhanced
cooperation on Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture,

having considered the importance of accurate and timely data, of reconstructed
time series and of jointly analysing existing data and information for the
development of scientific advice towards effective management measures for
Black Sea fisheries;

having also considered that the data currently used in formulating scientific
advice may be fragmented, limited in time or spatial coverage and/or based on
outdated critical assumptions;

having recognized the particular ecological features of the Black Sea and the
need to mitigate negative interactions between fisheries and the Black Sea marine
environment by reducing discards and incidental catches of vulnerable species
and by better understanding the role of invasive species;

having acknowledged the relevance of small-scale fisheries and the overall
socio-economic importance of fisheries in the Black Sea, with the aim of
maximizing the value of fishery products in support of livelihoods while
mitigating the harmful impacts of incentivizing fishing for high-value species;
and

being aware of the crucial role of cooperation between national administrations
dealing with fisheries and the marine environment as well as of the equally
crucial role of cooperation among relevant international organizations in the

Black Sea;

Formulated the following recommendations emerging from the panel discussions:

Relevant organizations operating in the Black Sea region shall cooperate with
the GFCM towards the promotion of an ecosystem approach to fisheries
management, which includes the collection of information on fisheries-related
issues, such as relevant socio-economic data, discards, incidental catches of
vulnerable species, invasive species and other aspects of marine ecosystems.
The GFCM, with the collaboration of national administrations and the
participation of scientists from research institutes of the different riparian
countries, shall coordinate the preparation and implementation of surveys at
sea. These surveys shall support the assessment of the main commercial stocks
in the area, addressing crucial issues such as stock boundaries and the adoption
of efficient management measures.
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The GFCM shall provide technical assistance and organize capacity-building
activities towards improving existing expertise on fisheries. In particular,
scientific monitoring capabilities at the national level shall be supported with
a view to underpinning the collection, sharing and analysis of fisheries-related
data at the regional level in support of fisheries management.

The visibility of the small-scale fisheries sector as well as the participation in
the collection of data and in fisheries co-management by small-scale fishers and
local fishing communities shall be increased and sustainable value chains for
small-scale Black Sea fisheries shall be promoted.

The BlackSea4Fish project, as previously promoted by the WGBS and endorsed
by Black Sea riparian countries, shall provide support to the implementation
of technical activities ensuring the provision of scientific advice in support of
decision-making processes for Black Sea fisheries.

Panel 2: Existing knowledge and efforts towards the assessment and
eradication of IUU fishing in the Black Sea

The participants at the expert meeting of the High-level conference towards enhanced
cooperation on Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture,

having considered that the impacts of TUU fishing, in particular unreported
fishing, are a source of serious concern for all riparian countries;

being aware that without effective measures to fight IUU fishing, such as port
state measures and MCS, the sustainability of Black Sea marine living resources
cannot be attained; and

being concerned about the lack of awareness by the general public of threats and
problems associated with ITUU fishing in the Black Sea region;

Formulated the following recommendations emerging from the panel discussions:

The magnitude of IUU fishing in the Black Sea region shall be regularly assessed
by the GFCM. To this end, experts in the region shall contribute to collect data
and information to evaluate, in particular, the impacts of unreported fishing,
including in the context of an ad hoc working group on the assessment of IUU
fishing.

The GFCM shall assist Black Sea riparian countries in coordinating their MCS
measures with a view to facilitating a regionally harmonized control system,
including the exchange of port state data and the implementation of vessel
monitoring system (VMS) and alternative technologies to VMS.

National training of inspectors and joint monitoring schemes shall be promoted
and technical assistance to build the regional capacity in the fight against [UU
fishing shall be provided, including through coordinated efforts by the GFCM
and other competent organizations.

The international day for the fight against IUU fishing shall contribute to
launching campaigns across the Black Sea region to raise awareness of the
main problems associated with IUU fishing, as well as carrying out vocational
activities and the dissemination of information to the general public.

Panel 3: Current state and future perspectives for the responsible
development of aquaculture in the Black Sea

The participants at the expert meeting of the High-level conference towards enhanced
cooperation on Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture,

having recognized that aquaculture development in the Black Sea, to date,
has been limited by a number of constraints, including environmental factors
(e.g. climate variability, pollution), governance factors (e.g. burdensome
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administrative procedures), economic factors (e.g. high initial costs, shortage of
funding support) and social factors (e.g. lack of aquaculture farmer organizations);
having considered the large potential of the aquaculture sector in the Black Sea
for future development thanks to the availability of various environments, sites,
capacities, technologies and species and thanks to the positive role of aquaculture
in the context of food security, employment and better economic opportunities
for coastal communities; and

having taken note of the need to share knowledge on best practices to address
common challenges within the aquaculture sector, with particular regard to
marine spatial planning, including the development of allocated zones for
aquaculture (AZAs);

Formulated the following recommendations emerging from the panel discussions:

An ad hoc approach to responsible aquaculture development, which takes into
consideration the particular features of the Black Sea, shall be promoted in
accordance with specific objectives and growing expectations in the countries
of the region. This approach shall also address the varying environmental,
governance, economic and social needs of the sector and shall include systems
to monitor sustainability and progress.

Measures shall be taken to facilitate the adoption of legislative and regulatory
frameworks for aquaculture development in support of the sector with a view
to facilitating investments and limiting conflicts among different users, thus
promoting coordination among institutions and concerned stakeholders.

The development of AZAs shall be facilitated when addressing capacity-building
needs in coordination with different authorities and users involved in national
plans.

Efforts shall be made to improve market access in the aquaculture sector and to
promote market-driven sustainable activities, such as mussel farming.

Technical assistance shall be provided with a view to building capacity towards
sustainable aquaculture development and countries in the Black Sea region shall
make efforts to share knowledge and technical expertise to address common
challenges hampering this development.
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Appendix 2 — Speeches by
high-level representatives

H.E. ACHIM IRIMESCU
Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, Romania

Excelentele Voastre Stimati Invitati,
DOAMNELOR SI DOMNILOR,

Permiteti-mi, pe aceastd cale, sd prezint cele mai cilduroase urari de ,bun venit” in
Romania, distinsilor oaspeti de peste hotare si sd urez succes tuturor participantilor
la lucrarile ,,Conferintei la Nivel nalt pentru Intirirea Cooperirii la Marea Neagra
in Domeniul Pescuitului si Acvaculturii”. Sunt onorat de a fi gazda acestei reuniuni
la nivel inalt, prin care Romania isi declard, incd o datd dacd mai era nevoie, rolul de
participant activ la politica regionala de pescuit din zona Marii Negre.

Vreau sa transmit, cu precddere, multumirile noastre pentru sustinerea acordatd
domnului Stefano Cataudella, Presedintele Comisiei Generale pentru Pescuit la
Mediterana, si domnului Abdellah Srour, Secretar Executiv, al ciror aport considerabil
a avut o deosebitd importantd in organizarea reuniunii.

Salutdm scopul declarat al Conferintei, acela de incurajare a unei abordiri comune,
unitare si adaptate nevoilor fiecarui stat, pentru promovarea unei exploatari rationale
a resurselor marine vii si a dezvoltirii sustenabile a acvaculturii in conditiile mediului
marin specific, astfel incat sa se asigure péstrarea ecosistemelor productive si sdnatoase.

In infiptuirea scopurilor globale ale ONU, initiativele GFCM, “Strategia pe
termen mediu 2017 - 2020 pentru pescuit sustenabil in Mediterana si Marea Neagra”
si “Proiectul BlackSea4Fish”, sunt deschise participdrii tuturor statelor riverane,
indiferent de optiunea acestora de a fi sau nu parti contractante ale GFCM, luand in
consideratie particularitatile caracteristice fiecarei tari.

Prezentdrile expertilor au relevat aspecte importante privind cunoasterea starii
resurselor marine vii i a ecosistemelor caracteristice din Marea Neagra, punandu-se in
mod firesc accentul pe aspectele relevante, respectiv:

® Situatia stocurilor celor mai importante specii din punct de vedere comercial, bazat
pe avizul stiintific de specialitate. Tin sd subliniez cd Romania, ca tarda membri a
U.E,, a transpus in legislatia nationald masurile specifice derivate din aplicarea
principiilor Politicii Comune a Pescuitului, masuri care se referd la aspecte
tehnice privind dimensiunea minima de debarcare a exemplarelor capturate, la
intdrirea capacitatilor si metodelor de control al pescuitului etc. Trebuie mentionat
cd avem o coordonare foarte buni cu serviciile Comisisi Europene in ceea ce
priveste implementarea actiunilor de control atat la nivel national, cit si in apele
comunitare la Marea Neagra, alaturi de Bulgaria.

e Aspectele socio-economice ale pescuitului sunt de o importantd aparte pentru
economiile noastre, urmarind in special cresterea valorii addugate a produselor
obtinute prin pescuit si prelucrarea acestora, valorificarea superioara in conditii
care sd respecte standardele europene privind siguranta alimentelor.
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Activitatile traditionale de pescuit sunt de natura a incuraja dezvoltarea comunititilor
locale, care au rolul de a contribui la cresterea veniturilor pescarilor, prin diversificarea
activittilor legate de pescuit si angajarea fortei de munca in aceste comunitati.

Rominia are ca prioritate consolidarea flotei nationale de pescuit, care este
caracterizata prin preponderenta navelor de mici dimensiuni, pescuitul costier utilizind
tehnici mai prietenoase cu mediul, comparativ cu pescuitul de tip industrial practicat de
navele de mari dimensiuni.

De asemenea, provocirile de mediu ridicd probleme specifice pentru managementul
pescariilor. Pastrarea biodiversitatii habitatului marin este una din preocuparile
constante ale deciziilor pe care Romania le ia prin masurile adoptate in domeniul
pescuitului.

Trebuie sa acceleram, la nivelul tuturor statelor riverane, adoptarea acelor masuri
care sunt menite sd diminueze, pana la eliminarea totald, a capturilor accidentale de
specii vulnerabile sau aflate In pericol, atit a speciilor de pesti, cit si a mamiferelor
acvatice, reptilelor si pasarilor.

In acest context trebuie subliniat ci este absolut necesar ca cercetatorii implicati in
activitati specifice sd poata beneficia de acele masuri care sa le permita intensificarea
schimburilor de date, dar mai ales participarea la expeditii de cercetare marina realizate
in comun, 1n toate apele de sub jurisdictia nationald a statelor riverane Marii Negre, in
care se dezvolta speciile supuse exploatarii comune. Aceastd chestiune este vazutd de
Romania ca o necesitate obiectiva pentru evaluarea cit mai corecta a evolutiei stocurilor
si astfel, autoritatile nationale sd poatd initia un proces comun de adaptare a masurilor
necesare unei gestiondri durabile a resurselor de pescuit din Marea Neagra.

n mod firesc, se impune necesitatea crearii unei baze de date care si cuprinda serii
istorice de informatii privind datele biologice ale stocurilor, ale nivelului acestora,
cu scopul eficientizarii muncii de cercetare comuna. Finalitatea acestui proces este
furnizarea avizului stiintific necesar autorititilor nationale competente pentru adoptarea
acelor méasuri comune pentru atingerea acelui scop, rspectiv, exploatarea durabila a
resurselor la nivelul intregului bazin al Marii Negre.

Evaluarea reald atit a starii stocurilor, cit si a eficientei flotelor nationale, a
activitatilor si tehnicilor de pescuit utilizate, trebuie sa conduci in final la identificarea
de catre toate statele riverane a acelor masuri standard de control si supraveghere, ca
baza a realizarii unui instrument eficace de cooperare pentru lupta impotriva pescuitului
ilegal, neraportat si necontrolat.

Acvacultura este domeniul de activitate care determini, si ca urmare a tehnicilor
specific utilizate, diminuarea presiunii asupra resurselor maritime naturale si
completeazd aprovizionarea pietelor cu produse nutritionale de valoare echivalenta
resurselor naturale.

De aceea, pentru dezvoltarea acestui sector, consideram de o importantd deosebita
schimbul de experientd la nivel regional, tinind cont de conditiile specifice Marii
Negre, de diferentele hidro-climatice existente intre diferitele sub-regiuni geografice
ale acesteia. Diseminarea bunelor practici, inclusiv din alte zone maritime, trebuie sa
constituie unul din motoarele consolidarii sectorului acvaculturii in ansamblu.

Se impune realizarea si implementarea unui plan de mésuri menit sa contribuie
decisiv la dezvoltarea acvaculturii in regiune, si reducerea diferentelor existente in
ponderea acestui sector la nivel regional comparativ cu alte regiuni marine.

In acest sens, considerdm ca ar fi benefic sd se acorde o mai mare importantd dezvoltarii
sectorului de acvacultura in Marea Neagra, actualmente fiind mult sub potentialul optim de
pescuit comercial care ar putea fi practicat.

In alta ordine de idei, utilitate ridicatd in procesul implementarii strategiei pe termen
mediu a GFCM, o va reprezenta realizarea unei baze regionale de date la nivelul Marii
Negre, care si permita factorilor implicati accesul la date fiabile si consistente. in acest mod
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se va putea sprijini realizarea unui management sectorial bazat pe o guvernantd armonizata
in directia exploatarii durabile a resurselor acvatice vii si valorificarea oportunitatilor pentru
dezvoltarea acvaculturii care sa contribuie la “cresterea albastra” a tarilor din regiune.

Suntem convinsi ca aceastd Conferintd va fi continuatad de alte activitati pentru intregirea
unui cadru de sustinere a initiativelor GFCM 1n ceea ce priveste preocupdrile specifice,
integrate in “Strategia pe termen mediu 2017 - 2020 pentr pescuit sustenabil in Mediterana
si Marea Neagra”, precum si a lansarii “Proiectului BlackSea4Fish” impreund cu alte
organizatii partenere.

Avem convingerea ca ludrile de pozitii ce vor fi realizate astazi, aici, vor clarifica diversele
aspecte privind pescuitul durabil si problemele sectorului, vor contribui la dezvoltarea
acvaculturii in regiune, la extinderea cooperarii regionale pentru protectia mediului marin si
cresterea economica a tarilor riverane Marii Negre.

In incheiere, va doresc succes si va multumesc inca o datd pentru participarea la aceasti
reuniune, care trebuie sa marcheze un punct important in procesul de stabilire a echilibrului
dintre interesele economice directe si cele care vizeaza protectia resurselor marine de pescuit
din Marea Neagra.
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MR JIANSAN JIA
Deputy Director, Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, FAO

Your Excellencies,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great honour for me to attend the High-level conference towards enhanced
cooperation on Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture organized by the General Fisheries
Commission for the Mediterranean in cooperation with ACCOBAMS, the Black
Sea Commission, BSEC and Eurofish. First, please allow me, on behalf of Mr José
Graziano da Silva, Director-General of FAO, to thank the government of Romania for
hosting the important event and, more specifically, His Excellency Achim Irimescu,
Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, for inviting FAO to participate in it.
Taking the opportunity, on behalf of the Rome-based FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture
Department, I would also like to convey my best wishes for the success of this
important conference for Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture development.

In recent years, the international community has established a set of very important
objectives, which span from the Aichi Biodiversity Targets to the ones foreseen in the
United Nations Sustainable Development Goals. FAO is involved in the monitoring
and achievement of these targets, the overall objective of which is the conservation
and sustainable use of the marine resources. This is done, among other, through a set
of strategic objectives, including Strategic Objective 2 which addresses the important
role of fisheries and aquaculture to promote sustainable development and blue growth.

The international community has also increasingly recognized the importance of
regional cross-sectoral collaboration and cooperation in facilitating the achievements
set by the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which aim at maintaining the
health of the ecosystems, including the oceans, so that they can increase their ability to
contribute to food security and poverty reduction.

The importance of the oceans, including fisheries and aquaculture, cannot be
underestimated. It is therefore a delight to witness this great moment and observe the
tremendous interest devoted to the enhanced cooperation revolving around sustainable
fisheries and aquaculture development in the Black Sea region. We all show our
supportive and strong resolve for the successful fruition of these efforts.

The fisheries and aquaculture sector is a venture that generates important
economic returns, improves nutrition and food security, boosts trade, well-being and
development, and is instrumental to foster an equitable role for women and an active
role for youth and coastal communities in general. In this regard, we should note
that, according to FAO, fisheries and aquaculture are important economic activities
in the Black Sea, with the capture fisheries sector alone employing directly up to
150 000 people while the production has declined to less than 300 000 tonnes in 2014,
from almost 900 000 tonnes annually in the mid-1980s. Aquaculture, on the other
hand, represents a concrete opportunity for enhancing food security, employment and
economic growth in the Black Sea.

At the same time, and in addition to what stated before, we must recognize that
overfishing and IUU fishing are imposing threats to Black Sea marine resources that
need to be tackled by effective fisheries management at the basin scale. As you are
aware, the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (or PSMA in short) was adopted by the
FAO Conference in 2009. The main purpose of the PSMA is to prevent, deter and
eliminate IUU fishing through the implementation of robust port state measures.
I am happy to report that the PSMA has reached this year the threshold of 25 parties
needed for it to enter into force as a binding international treaty. As of today, there
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are actually 35 parties to the PSMA plus the European Union (EU) on behalf of its
Member States. This sends out a strong message as the PSMA has the potential, if
effectively implemented, to deliver a powerful blow to IUU fishing in all oceans and
seas. The success of this instrument, like all international treaties, though depends first
and foremost on the number of countries that are parties to it. Among the six riparian
countries around the Black Sea, two coastal countries (the Republic of Bulgaria and
Romania) are formally committed to implementing the PSMA through the European
Union’s adherence; and two (the Russian Federation and the Republic of Turkey)
have signed the PSMA but need to deposit their instruments of adherence as soon as
possible. FAO encourages the other Black Sea riparian countries not yet parties to the
PSMA to adhere to this instrument. This will support ongoing regional efforts to fight
IUU fishing, as coordinated by the GFCM.

As for fisheries management in the Black Sea, I invite you to note that experience
demonstrates that, to be effective, this management has to account for other
anthropogenic and environmental processes that influence the dynamics of the
ecosystem. The Black Sea ecosystem has undergone substantial changes over the
last century resulting from a complex interaction of different processes, including
eutrophication, introduction of alien species, overfishing and climate-driven changes
in the ecosystem. The Black Sea receives freshwater runoff from three large rivers
(Danube, Dnieper and Don), which drain a basin of more than 2 million square
kilometres, representing almost one third of continental Europe and containing more
than 160 million people (Heileman ez al., 2008). These three rivers are the main sources
of nutrients as well as the pollutants input into the Black Sea basin.

Furthermore, the Black Sea coastal zone population numbers nearly 16 million
people. Coastal tourism, short-sea shipping, inland waterway transport, as well as
exploration and exploitation of oil and natural gas constitute important economic
activities. These characteristics make it necessary to adopt more integrated ecosystem
approaches to the management of fisheries and aquaculture in the Black Sea.
Consequently, the call for enhanced cooperation in the Black Sea region by this
conference is a timely opportunity to appraise ways as to make this effective in a fully
encompassing manner.

I would like to remind that we live in a world where, in spite of progress, almost
one billion people suffer from hunger every day and hundreds of millions of children
suffer from various nutritional deficiencies. Millions of people are under threat due to
climate changes while coastal communities relying on oceanic productivity and related
fields make up a very large part of this large group of people. More than ever, we
need solidarity, sharing and cooperation. To this end, it will be essential to strengthen
cooperation and coordination in the Black Sea region, at the governmental and
intra-governmental levels.

Ladies and gentlemen,

With a view to reaching this goal, FAO has established, in 1949, under Article XIV of
its Constitution, the GFCM as the body entrusted at the regional level with the duty
to promote the development, conservation, rational management and best utilization of
marine living resources, as well as the sustainable development of aquaculture in both
the Black Sea and Mediterranean regions. The GFCM has made tremendous efforts in
recent years to facilitate better cooperation among Black Sea riparian countries via the
establishment of an ad hoc working group in charge of all Black Sea-related matters.
This working group has already produced unprecedented results for the region,
including the adoption of binding recommendations on key commercial species such
as turbot. Arguably, more important work is forthcoming in the remit of this working
group which has an open participatory nature. This means that the doors are open also
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for other countries in the Black Sea region, some of which are represented here today,
that would like to partake in this important undertaking, given the economic and
social impacts of fisheries and aquaculture in terms of trade and market opportunities.
The same applies to relevant organizations having a mandate over the Black Sea.
I am referring in particular to those represented in this conference. Underpinning blue
growth and marine spatial planning calls for synergies, coordination and commonalities.

FAO, including its Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, supports the work
of the GFCM in the Black Sea and stands ready to engage together with relevant
countries and relevant organizations to develop capacity-building in the Black Sea
region in order to face existing challenges and seize opportunities for blue growth. To
this end, FAO would like to see increased participation in the GFCM. We welcome
the recent cooperating status granted to Georgia and Ukraine and we encourage, on a
priority basis for the Black Sea region, these riparian states and the Russian Federation
to adhere to the GFCM Agreement. FAO would also like to see the realization of
a regional scientific cooperative project formulated to improve technical work in
support of responsible fisheries and aquaculture in the Black Sea, as recently approved
by the fortieth session of the GFCM. We are grateful to the Republic of Turkey, that
provided funds in the past to jump-start such a promising initiative, and we do hope
that the GFCM will spearhead efforts to follow through with this. Another promising
initiative, on which I would also like to inform you, is the ongoing negotiation of a
memorandum of understanding between FAO and BSEC. This instrument, if adopted,
will also refer to the synergies, which could be promoted by BSEC together with the
GFCM in the Black Sea.

In conclusion, I would like to express again, on behalf of the Director-General of
FAO, my deepest appreciation to you and through you to the Government of Romania
for providing the excellent facilities for this High-level conference being organized with
the GFCM. It is hoped that the efforts by countries and various organizations in the
Black Sea region, including associated land-locked countries, will help us to enhance
cooperation thus giving impetus to improving the sustainability of the fisheries and
aquaculture sector for better livelihood of all people in the Black Sea region.

I wish you every success in your discussion and deliberations.
Thank you!

Multumesc!
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H.E. CRISTIANA PASCA-PALMER
Minister for Environment, Waters and Forests, Romania

Stimate domnule ministru,
Stimate domnule Secretar General
Doamnelor si domnilor,

In primul rand doresc si multumesc organizatorilor acestei conferinte pentru invitatia
si oportunitatea de a ma adresa dumneavoastrd cu ocazia acestui eveniment deosebit de
important 1n contextul dezvoltarii durabile a regiunii Marii Negre.

In acest sens, imi revine deosebita onoare si vorbesc in deschiderea acestei conferinte
privind problematica pescuitului In Marea Neagrd, atit din perspectiva de ministru al
mediului care trebuie sa actioneze pentru protectia mediului si biodiversitatii marine din
apele care sunt sub jurisdictia Romaniei cat §i ca reprezentant al tarii care detine presedintia
in exercitiu a Comisiei pentru protectia Marii Negre impotriva poluarii, cel mai important
organism regional care abordeaza problematicile legate de mediul marin al Marii Negre.

Asa cum probabil cunoasteti, Marea Neagra are un caracter special fiind o mare
semiinchisa care are o conexiune redusd cu Oceanul Planetar prin strimtoarea Bosfor.
Aceasta colectezd apele dintr-un bazin hidrografic in care traiesc si se dezvolta peste 160
de milioane de oameni, fapt ce pune o mare presiune pe capacitatea marii de a face fata
la impactul generat de diversele activitati desfasurte atat pe uscat cat si pe mare. Impactul
generat de aportul de poluanti din bazinul hidrografic, aparitia si dezvoltarea speciilor
invazive dar si pescuitul intensiv au facut ca, la Inceputul anilor ‘90, Marea Neagra sa fie
considerati cel amenitat corp de apa de pe glob. Intre timp, datoritd schimbirilor politice
si economice din regiune dar si a masurilor luate in ceea ce priveste reducerea poludrii si
protectia biodiversitatii, asistam la o imbunatatirea usoard dar constanta a calitatii mediului
marin al Marii Negre. lar aceasta imbunétatire a fost observatd, nu in ultimul rand, prin
reaparitia unor specii de pesti care nu mai au fost vizute iIn Marea Neagra, de o lunga
perioada de timp.

Marea Neagrd reprezintd o importanta resursd pentru asigurarea sigurantei alimentare,
prin pescuit si acvaculturd, dar trebuie sd recunostem ca este o resursa limitatd si ca
exploatarea nerationald a acestei o poate epuiza iremediabil. In plus, resursa piscicold
este parte si depinde de ecosistemul in care se dezvoltd iar deterioarea sau distrugerea
acestuia va conduce la disparitia resursei. De acea consideram ca este necesara o abordare
sistemica a problematicii pescuitului si acvaculturii iIn Marea Neagra prin integrarea acestor
problematici In procesul de implementare a Directivei Cadru privind Strategia Mediului
Marin si Directivei Habitate ale Uniunii Europene.

In acest sens, Romania isi exprima regretul ci la nivelul Comisiei pentru protectia Marii
Negre impotriva poludrii nu s-a acceptat ca aceastd comisie sa fie implicatd in implementarea
Directivei Cadru privind Strategia Mediului Marin, asa cum prevede directiva si cum se
intdmpla in celelalte conventii regionale pentru alte mari europene, §i unde existd, ca si in
situatia noastrd, State Membre si State ne-Membre ale Uniuni Europene. Din acest motiv,
pe perioada presedintiei noastre a Comisiei Marii Negre, vom acorda o atentie deosebita
activitatilor desfagurate de Grupului Consultativ privind aspectele de mediu legate de
managementul pescuitului si a resurselor marine vii si a Grupului Consultativ privind
protectia biodiversitatii si peisajului. De asemenea sustinem activitatile promovate in cadrul
colaborarii cu Conventia Generala de Pescuit in Marea Mediterana (GFCM), care in acest
moment consideram cd are un rol important in ceea ce priveste promovarea unui pescuit
responsabil in Marea Neagra pentru a se asigura durabilitatea acestei activitati.

Pe de alta parte, la nivel national, Roméania a investit §i va continua $a investeasca peste
20 de miliarde de euro pentru reducerea poludrii apelor din bazinul hidrografic al Dunérii
atat prin realizarea de statii de epurare performante cat §i pentru imbunatatirea practicilor
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legate de reducerea poludrii difuze. In acest sens, recent Ministerul Mediului, Apelor si
Padurilor a convenit cu Banca Mondiald extinderea proiectului privind reducerea poludrii
cu nitrati din surse agricole fapt ce va face ca investitiile in reducerea poluarii difuze sa
depaseasca 110 milioane de euro. Toate aceste eforturi vor avea un impact semnificativ
asupra calititii mediului marin in special din partea de nord-vest a Mirii Negre. In plus,
Romania a luat masuri pentru extinderea zonelor protejate in Marea Neagra fapt ce face
ca circa 20% din apele marine de sub jurisdictia romaneasca sd fie protejate. Consideram
ca aceste arii protejate nu au importantd doar pentru protectia mediului marin ci si pentru
pescuitul in Marea Neagrd intrucat sunt zone unde, prin regimul de protectia, existd
posibilitatea refacerii unor stocuri de pesti.

Trebuie 1nsa s subliniem ca eforturile noastre nu sunt directionate doar la nivel national
ci si la nivelul bazinului international al fluviului Dunédrea unde Romania este promotoarea
unor proiecte regionale majore prind refacere luncii inundabile a Dunarii §i protejarea si
conservarea sturionilor. Romania are o abordare activd privind protectia sturionilor prin
introducerea de restrictii la pescuit si sustinerea repopuldrii dar i prin gasirea unor solutii
legate de refacerea rutei de migratie a acestora pe Dunare, in amonte de marile baraje.
Ne-am bucura daci activitatile pe care le promovam in bazinul Dunérii ar putea fi extinse
in bazinul Marii Negre.

Legat de activitatile de pescuit in Marea Negra as dori sd mentionez cd suntem foarte
preocupati de capturile accidentale/by-catch ale delfinilor si de tehnicile de pescuit utilizate.
Consideram ca este necesard imbunatatirea tehnicilor de pescuit astfel incat acestea sa
nu afecteze ecosistemul si alte resurse marine vii care nu au valoare comerciald. In ceea
ce priveste acvacultura marind, consideram ca este o alternativa majorda la exploatarea
resurselor naturale insa este necesard o atentie deosebitda in ceea ce priveste introducerea
de specii neindigene in mediul marin al Marii Negre. In acest sens considerim ci este
necesara promovarea unor activitdti comune de cercetare si o abordare la nivel european prin
valorificarea oportunitatilor existente in cadrul diferitelor programe finantate de Comisia
Europeana.

Credem ca, la Marea Neagra, trebuie sa promovam o ,,crestere albastra” care sa sustind
acele sectoare care au potential de crestere si creaza locuri de munca, sa protejam mediul
marin care ne oferd cadrul necesar dezvoltdrii i pentru aceasta sd Imbunatatim gradul de
cunoagtere al acestuia si sd intensificim cooperarea la nivel regional in Marea Neagra.

Romania considera deosebit de importantd implicarea Uniunii Europene in protectia
mediului marin al Marii Negre si mail ales a pescuitului in aceastd mare si de acea incd de
la aderare a actionat pentru amendarea Conventiei pentru protectia Marii Negre impotriva
poluarii pentru a permite accesul Uniunii la acest instrument de drept international. Folosesc
aceasta ocazie pentru a reconfirma angajamentul nostru de actiona in continuare pentru a
avea o participare mai mare in zona Marii Negre a Uniunii Europene.

in incheiere, imi exprim speranta ci intilnirea de astizi se va constitui intr-o buna ocazie
pentru intarirea cooperarii si pentru stabilirea etapelor de urmat in vederea realizarii unui
pescuit si unei acvaculturi durabile in Marea Neagra.

Va multumesc.



Appendix II — Speeches by bigh-level representatives

H.E. DESSISLAVA TANEVA
Minister for Agriculture and Food, Bulgaria

Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,

It is an honor for me to take part in person in this conference and I would like to evince
my special thanks to Minister Irimescu, to our hosting country, Romania, and to the
General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean for the excellent organization and
for this opportunity for all coastal countries to deepen efforts to achieve sustainability
of fisheries in the Black Sea.

The Black Sea basin is characterized by specific conditions in hydro-biological
aspect. We are all aware of what fishing means for the economy and stability of the
coastal regions. Many work places and families depend on this activity. I am sure that
we all want to have resilient marine living resources in the Black Sea, which in return
will ensure the future of the fisheries sector and contribute to food security. We face
many challenges, but we need to move forward ambitiously and work towards building
even closer and fruitful cooperation in the management of shared stocks in this basin.
I cannot miss to mention the crucial role of the international and regional organizations
and the expectations we all have towards them.

The responsible exploitation of the biological resources, taking into account
environmental, social and economic aspects and the sustainable development of
aquaculture in the Black Sea are a very important step in the right direction towards
ensuring economic growth, employment and nutritional balance in the region. This is
why I strongly believe that, to deal successfully with these challenges, we need to stay
focused on the basic priorities: sustainable scientific and economical advice, effective
control, a fight without compromise against the illegal, unreported and unregulated
fishing activities and last but not least, cooperation between all coastal countries to
ensure a level playing field for all interested parties in the sector. Let me take a closer
look at some of them.

One of the biggest challenges for the fisheries sector in the Black Sea is the need
to conduct research, improve data collection and enhance scientific advice through
cooperation between scientists at a regional level. The availability of detailed and
reliable scientific data is the basis for the formation of sound and balanced management
decisions in a way to ensure the long-term sustainability of fisheries, while taking
into account socio-economic aspects. This is a precondition for the implementation
of appropriate management measures in order to ensure a better protection of the
marine environment. A key factor to sustainably manage funds and establish favorable
conditions for the development of this sector in the Black Sea is the integration of
scientific advice and the socio-economic characteristics of fisheries in the region.

Illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing has a serious impact on good governance
and conservation. Although the exact extent of its impact is not clearly measurable,
undoubtedly it is a threat for the sustainability of fisheries in the Black Sea and impedes
the efforts of the coastal states. The roadmap adopted in 2013 by the General Fisheries
Commission for the Mediterranean to fight IUU fishing in the Black Sea is a step in the
right direction and its implementation by all countries in the region is essential.

I am sure that we all highly appreciate the efforts of all countries and I believe we
must ensure that all participants in the sector follow the same rules in the same way
when it comes to control and fight.

One of the main priorities for Bulgaria, which is also the main challenge on the
international scale, is creating a level playing field between all the Black Sea countries
and the establishment of a common model for fisheries management in the Black Sea.
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At the same time, I cannot omit to mention the tremendous work that has been
done within the General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean, as a regional
organization for fisheries management in the Black Sea. Many concrete actions
have been taken and recommendations for the conservation and management of
shared stocks have been made. After the last annual session, the mid-term strategy
(2017-2020) towards the sustainability of Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries has
become a reality and it should be implemented in the next three years. Its main purpose
is to stop the decrease of the stocks which should start to recover. On the other hand,
this will give the needed predictability to our fishermen and ensure their future.

Also, a very important initiative to strengthen cooperation in the context of the
technical and research work carried out by the General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean, is the regional project for the Black Sea (BlackSea4Fish), which is to be
discussed and developed.

Today, we are at a very important stage and we must continue to decisively move
forward towards our common goal. The Joint Declaration, in which the guidelines
to promote a common approach for cooperation between countries in the Black Sea
region are effected, is a very encouraging result which will surely give further impetus
to responsible exploitation of marine living resources, sustainable development of
aquaculture and mitigate threats of negative interactions between fisheries and the
marine environment.

Strengthening regional cooperation, while taking into consideration the specific
characteristics of each country, is a prerequisite for achieving the aimed goals.

The complete process of cooperation and exchange of information is unthinkable
without the support and the coordination of the General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean and the interaction of the partner organizations in the region. I highly
appreciate their efforts and believe that together we will achieve a significant progress
in terms of sustainable fisheries management and biodiversity conservation in the Black
Sea.

Thank you!
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H.E. RONI TELEGRAFI
Deputy Minister for Agriculture, Rural Development and Water Management,
Albania

Dear delegates and FAO-GFCM representatives,

As representative of the Albanian delegation, I want to express my pleasure to
participate in this important conference on strategic aspects for regional fisheries and
aquaculture development, to reinforce the relationship for the sake and prosperity of
the fisheries and aquaculture sector, as a vital and important sector of the Mediterranean
and Black Sea regional economy.

The principal issues affecting fisheries management are common: sound scientific
advice on biological and ecological aspects, management measures, environmental and
ecological issues and the socio-economic impacts.

The Mediterranean basin, as a natural water body, represents a unique ecosystem
and the Mediterranean coastal countries constitute an important component in the
region, since they contribute significantly to rural development, poverty reduction
as well as to food safety and security for Mediterranean populations. Albania, as part
of this region, with its cultural heritage and traditions, is a modest contributor to this
development, where fisheries are included.

The GFCM,, as a regional organization, is playing a constructive and visionary role
to enhance dialogue, knowledge sharing and cooperation among countries to ensure
the sustainability of fisheries in their economic, social and environmental dimensions,
with particular attention to the coastal communities and coastal aquaculture. This
has clearly been reflected in the Albanian fisheries and aquaculture sector: preserving
and managing marine stocks require international cooperation; working together is
necessary to manage fish stocks in the Mediterranean.

As a Mediterranean country and within the context of the GFCM and the Black Sea,
we are moving towards more sustainable fisheries. We are conscious that fish stocks are
affected by overfishing, which is a real common problem. Building together strategies
for fisheries resources management and ecosystem-based activities and for increasing
the incomes of fishing communities that are dependent on these resources (especially
for small-scale fisheries which play a key role in the sustainability of the fisheries
sector), improving fleet selectivity and enhancing knowledge about the status of fish
stocks are common goals within the GFCM.

All of this requires effective governance and capacity-building, comprehensive and
solid legal instruments, systematic scientific assessments, more reliable data collection
and control systems to fight [UU fishing through mechanisms such as VMS and MCS.

Albania is seeking to implement and develop all the above pillars which have
been done through several activities with valuable advice and recommendations
by the GFCM: Albania prepared and approved a national strategy on fisheries and
aquaculture, a new law on aquaculture, etc.

We must act at all levels: international, European, regional and national, acting not
only on fisheries conservation measures but also on control against illegal fishing as it
is 2 major management challenge for Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries.

The 2009 FAO Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated fishing (PSMA) is a significant international
development in global efforts to combat IUU fishing.

The entry into force of the PSMA and its effective implementation would not only
strengthen international efforts to curb IUU fishing but will, as a result, contribute
also to strengthen fisheries management and governance at all levels. Albania ratified
this agreement and shall send it to the Director-General of FAO as a depositary of this
agreement.
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Albania made good progress and we look forward to reaching other goals for
which the support of the GFCM and European Union is precious. We are aware that
improving data collection requires building a national data collection system to be able
to collect the minimum set of information required to assess the status of their main
tisheries and to allow appropriate measures on the fishing effort. At the same time we
are conscious of the need to further support scientific assessment and fish resources
monitoring and to increase the fight against IUU fishing.

Aquaculture is another sector that plays an important role in Albania, like in all
the Mediterranean region, since it contributes to the economic development and
represents not only an important food resource, but also a source of employment for
coastal communities and inland areas. As a matter of fact, marine and brackish water
aquaculture has been growing steadily over the last decades and has substantially
helped meet the rising demand for fishery products.

The concept and the guidelines for allocated zones for aquaculture (AZAs) as
well as the recently launched GFCM Aquaculture Multi-Stakeholder Platform, both
developed and prepared within the framework of the GFCM Scientific Advisory
Committee on Aquaculture, are consistent with Albanian aquaculture developments
and are contained in the new law on aquaculture.

All these developments and the needs for new challenges in fisheries and aquaculture
in Albania are an excellent motivation to closely cooperate toward a common vision,
define together specific actions to meet our goals and build strong bridges between us.
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H.E. RAUF HAJIYEV
Deputy Minister for Ecology and Natural Resources, Azerbaijan

VBaxxaembrii Munuctp, r-0 Axum Mpumecky,

YBaxkaecMble MUHHCTpPBI U IIABHI AcIEraruii,

YBaxxaeMmbiii VicniosHUTENBHBINH cekpeTaph T-H AOaennax Cpoyp,
VYBaxkaeMble IpeacTaBuTeNnd U dkcnepTsl GAO,

Jamsel u rocrioza,

[Ipesxxne Bcero, OT MMEHH MpaBUTEIbCTBA A3sepOaimkaHckoil PeciryOmuku, mMO3BONBTE
MHE BBIpa3uTh 0JarofapHOCTh MpUHUMarOIIEH cTopoHe, PecniyOnuke PymbiHus, 3a Takoit
TEIUIbI MPUEM U TOCTENPUUMCTBO, a TAKXKE 33 OTIMYHYI OPraHU3alUI0 3TOTO Ba)KHOTO
MEPOIIPUATHS.

Cracu6o 3a mr00e3HOe MPUIIIANICHHE W BO3MOXXHOCTH ITOCETHTh Ballly MPEKPaCHYIO
CTpaHy.

51 xoTen Obl OTMETHTD, UTO A3epOaiikaH, Kak CTpaHa ¢ Pa3BUBAIOIICHCS SIKOHOMHUKOH U
TPaJULIUOHHO Pa3BUTHIM HEPTSIHBIM CEKTOPOM, B TO K€ BpeMs MPHUIAET 0OJIbIIOE 3HAYCHHE
Pa3BUTHIO CEKTOPa PhIOHOTO XO34HCTBA M aKBaKyIbTYphl. B CBA3M ¢ 3TUM, MBI Oarogapum
OpPraHM3aTOPOB 3a MpUIIALIeHHEe Hallell cTpaHbl Ui 00CyX)aeHusT Mpo0sieM, CBI3aHHBIX C
PBIOHOM OTpacIbIO.

IIpoBeneHue cToib BaXKHOTO MEPOIPUATHUS C TOUKU 3PEHUS Pa3BUTHSL B3aUMOBBITOIHOTO
PETHOHATILHOTO COTPYJAHUYECTBA B 001aCTH PHIOHOTO X035 HCTBA, 00PHOBI ¢ OPAKOHBEPCTBOM,
pa3BUTHS TOBAPHOI aKBaKyJIBTYPhI M PallMOHAIBHOIO UCIIOJIb30BaHUsI IPUPOAHBIX PECYPCOB
Kacnuiickoro Mops, CBUIETEIbCTBYET O 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH MTPABUTEIBCTB YEPHOMOPCKUX
U IPUKACIUMCKMX CTpaH B YCHWJIEHUM HMHTEIPAlMOHHBIX IIPOLIECCOB MEXKAY HallUMU
CTpaHaMH.

Kacnuiickoe Mope sBiseTcs yHUKaJIbHBIM BOZOEMOM Halllel IIAaHEThl U UCIIOKOH BEKOB
CIIaBUTCS CBOMMH OWOJOTHYECKHMH pecypcamu. bepexxHoe OTHOIIEHHE K SKOCHUCTEME
MOps, €ro MPUPOAHON cpene, pecypcHOM Oa3e uMeeT OOJNBLIYI0 3HAYUMOCTb JUIS
MpUOPEXKHBIX TOCYIApCTB. 3aluTa dkocucTeMbl Kacnuiickoro Mops siBiseTcs BakHeimei
MPEANOChUTKOW Ui YCTOWYHMBOTO pa3BUTHA. i JOCTHIKEHHUS YCTOMUMBOTO pa3BUTHS
pernoHa HeoOXOJMMO TMPEYCMOTPETh BCE PETHOHANBHBIC TOTPEOHOCTH, KaK COIMABLHO-
OKOHOMHUYECKHE, TaK 1 IKOJIOTUYCCKHE. OlIHaKO B HACTOAUICC BPEMSA PETUOH UCIIBITHIBACT P
TPYOHOCTEH, CBSI3aHHBIX C HETAaTHBHBIM BIIISTHUEM HEPEUICHHBIX SKOJIOTHYECKUAX IPOOIIEM.
ITocneacTBus HapyLIEHHUs 3KOJOTMUECKOrO PAaBHOBECHUS BBIPAXKAIOTCS B BUIE Jlerpajallui
9KOCUCTEMBI MPUOPEKHON 30HBI, YXYALIEHHS Cpeabl OOUTaHHUA OHOPECYpCOB, YIpO3bl
6uropaznooOpasuro. CeroaHs oxpaHa dkocucTeMbl Kacnus U paliioHaIbHOE UCIIOIb30BaHUE
ero OMOpecypcoB OTHOCATCA K TPUOPUTETHBIM HAMpaBJICHUSM OOIIETOCYJapCTBEHHON
MONUTHKH A3epOaiikaHa.

3a mocienaue 20-30 jer morpebiieHHWe PBHIOHOW NPONYKIMHA B pacuere Ha Iy
HaceJIeHUs B AzepOaii/pkaHe COKpaTH JIOCh B HECKOJIBKO pa3 M cefdac cOCTaBIAET OKOJIO
7 kujmorpamMmmMoB B rof. Torma Kak CpeIHEMHPOBOM IOKa3aTelb Ha [ylly HacelleHUs
cocrapnsier 18 kr B roa. IIpou3BoACTBO NPOAYKIMH aKBaKylIbTypbl B A3sepOaiimxaHe
3a nociiennue 20 jeT 3HAYMTENIbHO CHU3WIOCh. OJHAKO B IMOCJIEIHHE T'OAbI OTMEYACTCS
BbIpaXXCHHAA TCHACHUWA HapaCTaHUA B Pa3BUTUH TOBapHOI>'I AKBAaKYJIBTYPbI, KOTOPOC HOCUT
MMOKa CTUXUUHBIN XapakTep.

MunucrepctBoM Oxonorud U IlpuponHeix PecypcoB mpu TEXHHYECKOM MOIAEpIKKE
skciepToB MAO ObuT pa3paboTaH M yCOBEPUICHCTBOBaH 3akoH A3sepOaiimKxaHCKOM
Pecniy6nuku «O ppIOHOM XO34HCTBE», KOTOpBIA Obul mpuHAT [lapiamMeHTOM M MoANUCaH
[Ipesunentom crpansl B 2014 roxy. B HOBBII ycOBepIIeHCTBOBAaHHBIN 3aKOH OBbLIIM BBEJCHBI
HOBBIC TIOJIOKECHHA O IIpaBWIaX BCACHUA aKBaKYJIbTYPBI. 3TO II03BOJIUT O6eCHe‘{HTB
YCTOMUMBOE DPa3BUTHUE AKBAKYJIBTYPbl B CEJIbCKON MECTHOCTH, CO3[aTh allbTepHATUBHbIC
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UCTOYHUKU 3apaboTKa, MOBBICHTH YPOBCHb 37I0POBBSI M OIAroCOCTOSHUS MPUOPEKHOTO
HACEJICHUS CTPAHBL.

B mocmemnme ToOmBl pacmmpsieTcst ydacTHe A3zepOaipkaHa B MEXAYHApOTHBIX,
PErHOHANBHBIX IPOrpaMMax UCCIIEJOBaHUI U MEPOTIPUATHH 110 YTy UIIEHUIO SKOJIOTHUYECKOTO
cocrostaus peid Kacrus ¢ yuactuem UNEP, UNDP, TACIS, GEF, FAO, Becemuproro banka,
Kacnwmiickoit Dxonoruueckoii [Iporpammel.

Azepbaiimxanckas Pecniyonuka mpucoenuamiachk k 13 MexayHapoaasiM KoHBeHIUM,
TPU U3 KOTOPBIX CBS3aHBI C BOAHBIMH Omopecypcamu. D710 cekperapuar Konsenmun «O
MEXIyHapOITHOW TOPTOBIEC BHIAMHU IUKOH (hayHBI W (IIOPHI, HAXOAAMIAMHUCS O yIpo30it
ncuesnoBeHusi» — CUTEC, Koneennusa «O06 oxpaHe OHOJIOTHYECKOTO Pa3sHOOOpasus», a
Taxke «Pamounas KonBeHIMs 1o 3ammre MOpCcKo# cpenbl Kacnuiickoro Mopsh».

A3zepbOaitjpkan sBisercs dieHom DAO, a Ttaxke Komwurera PridHoro Xo3ssiicta
®AO (COFI). Hauunas ¢ 2009 roma, AsepOaiipkaH Hadajl aKTUBHOE MEXIYHapOIHOE
corpyaauuectBo ¢ ®AO ¢ 1enblo BO3pOXKACHUS U Pa3sBUTHs B Halllel CTpaHE ceKTopa
pBHIOHOTO XO3sHCTBA W aKBaKyIbTypbl. st aToro AsepOaitmkan B 2010 romy BCTymui B
[Iporpammy FishDev mis IentpansHoit A3uu u KaBka3za, koTopas neiicrBoBana g0 2014
roga u B pamkax Ilporpammsl nmaptaepcrBa PAO-Typuus ocyliecTBiIssIa TEXHUUECKYIO
noMorip crpanam peruoHa. @AO moaroromna anst AsepOaiimkaHa CpeaHecpouyHble
Hammonansuele [IpuoputeTs! pa3BUTHS CEKTOpa PBIOHOTO XO3SIHCTBA M aKBAKYIBTYPBI
Ha nepuox 2010-2013 u 2013-2016 rr. B pamkax 3tux IIpuopureroB co CTOPOHBI
®AO B sToT TIepuoj ObUTAa MpOBeAeHa Ooyblias padoTa, KOTOpas BHICOKO OIICHHWBAETCS
AszepbaiimxanckuM [IpaButenscTBOM. DTa paboTa MPOBOAUTCS IO Pa3HBEIM HAIPABICHUSM:
YCOBEPIICHCTBOBAHME 3aKOHONATENFHONH 0a3bl M OCHOB YIPABICHHS CHCTEMBI PHIOHOTO
XO34HCTBa, YKPEIICHHUE ee KaJ[poBOro MOTEHIHAala, YIy4llleHHe METOJUKHI OLEHKH 3a1acoB
pBIO, MOBBIICHUE YPOBHS CepTU(HUKALUYN PHIOHON MPOIYKUNU U 3HAHUH 0 00JE3HAX PHIO,
VKpEeIJICHHE MEXKTyHaPOJIHOTO COTPYIHUYECTBA U €Ille BO MHOTHX JPYT'HX HalpaBJICHUSX.

AzepOaitmkan B 2014 romy Bcrymwi B PermonHanpHyro Komuccuro mo peiOHOMY
X03siicTBY M akBakynsrype B llenTpampHOoit Asmm m Ha KaBkaze moxp srumoit ®AO u
YCIENIHO MPOBEI ee 3-10 ceccuto y Hac B ropojie baky. Haunnas ¢ mpiaeniaero 2016 ropa,
AzepbaiipkaH B TeueHHE 2-X JIET IpeacenarenbcTByeT B 3To Komuccun. [lanbheiiiee
y4acTHe B JeSITeIbHOCTH 3TOW pernoHaibHOM KoMuccuu co3nacT ycloBus Ui yBeTUICHUS
MIPOU3BOJUTEILHOCTH CEKTOPa PhIOOJIOBCTBA U aKBAKYJIBTYPhI C TOUKU 3pEHUS MOTEHIIMATA
MIPOU3BOJICTBA MPOJOBOILCTBHS, yMEHBIICHHUS OSHOCTH M YBEIMICHHUS TIPOIOBOJILCTBEHHON
00€CIIeUeHHOCTH, CO3aHMs aJIFTEPHATUBHEIX paO0YNX MECT M HICTOYHHUKOB JIOXOIa, a TAKKE
C TOYKM 3pPEHHUS] SKOHOMUYECKOH MKU3HECTIOCOOHOCTH, 3KOJOTMYECKOW COBMECTHUMOCTH
U COLMAIbHOW NpuemiieMocTd. Mbl Bo3naraeM Oousiblive Hanexael Ha poinb DPAO B
obecrieueHn OoJiee TECHOM MHTErpalyy 10 Pa3sBUTUIO U OPraHU3alUU PEIOHOTO XO3SIHCTBA
U aKBaKyJIbTyphl, COXpAaHEHHUS OMOJOIMYECKOTO pa3HOOOpa3usi U OXpaHBl OKpYyKaroIeif
Cpenibl B HaIlleM PETHOHE.

Msl xotenu Obl OTMETHUTH Oonblioe 3HaYeHHWe coTpymHmdectBa ¢ PAO, CUTEC-
oM, Harepmomom, [Iporpammoit mo Oxpyxatomeit cpene OOH (UNEP), BcemupabIM
OOIIECTBOM COXpaHEeHUs OceTpoBbIXx U MexayHapoanbiM Corozom Oxpanbl Ilpuponst
10 BOIIPOCaM TOPIOBIIM U COXpaHEHHs OceTpoBbIX. B pernone Kacmuiickoro mops Taxoe
COTPYJHHYECTBO SIBISETCA HEOOXOJUMBIM JUIS BBDKMBAHHS W BOCCTAHOBJICHUS BHJIOB.
KoneuHo, naHHBIC yCHIIMsI JIOJDKHBI OOBSAMHATHCS C ACATEIBHOCTHIO Mo Ooprbe ¢ HHH
MIPOMBICIIOM, YTOOBI ycIieX OB TOCTHTHYT.

Cocrosinue 6uopecypcos Kacmus, ocTaBasich B IEIIOM CIIOKHBIM, HE SIBIISICTCS TAKHM YK
KaTacTpO(PHUECKIM U CONIACOBAHHO YIPABISACTCS PETHOHATBHON CHCTEMON MEpPOIIPUSATHH,
pa3paboTaHHOW BCeMU MPUKACIHICKUMHU CTpaHamMu. AsepbOaiimkan ¢ 1992 ropa sBisercs
qieHoM Komuccun no BogaeiM bruopecypcam Kacniuiickoro mopsi. B kon1e Hosi6pst 2010 roma
Ha Cammute [Ipukactmiickux cTpas, npormeamieM B I.baky (B AzepOaiimpkane), [Ipe3uneHTs!
5-tu [Ipukacnuiickux crpan — AzepOaiimkana, Mcnamckoit Pecriyonuku Mpan, PecyOmuku
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Ka3zaxcran, Poccuiickoit @enepanun 1 TypkMeHncTaHa — IPUHSIIA COBMECTHOE 3asIBIICHUE
0 HEOOXOOMMOCTH BBEACHHS MOpAaTOpHs Ha KOMMEPYECKHH BBUIOB OCETPOBBIX PHIO B
KacnuiickoM Mope M MOpYy4YMJIM CBOUM COOTBETCTBYIOLIMM T'OCYIAQpPCTBEHHBIM OpraHam
MOJTOTOBUTh BHYTPEHHHE U MEXIyHAPOIHbIE MEXaHU3MbI BCTYIUIEHHUS 3TOTO MOPATOpUS.
Hauunas ¢ 2011 roga mo Hacroslee BpeMs BCE NPHUKACHUICKUE CTPaHbI BbIIEPKHUBAIOT
TEeXHUUYECKUH MOpaTopuil Ha KOMMEpUYEeCKHH BBLIOB OCETPOBBIX PbI0. B mocneanue rosl
ITpukacnuiickue CTpaHbl HE NMPOBOAAT KOMMEPYECKOTO BBUIOBA OCETPOBHIX PbIO. BruioB
OCYIIECTBISICTCS] TOIBKO JJISI HCKYCCTBEHHOTO BOCIIPOM3BOACTBA Ha PHIOOBOMHBIX 3aBOAAX
U JJI1 Hay4HBIX UCCJIEIOBaHUM.

Ha mocnenneit ceccum Komumccum mo Bomaeim buopecypcam Kacnmiickoro mops,
MpoIIeedl B HIOHE TEKYIIEro roja, Obio oObsABIEHO, YTO Bee Ilpukacnmiickue cTpaHbl
3aBepuIMIM patudukanuio «ConameHus 0 COXPaHEHNH U PallMOHATIbHOM UCIIOJIb30BAHUU
Oouonornyeckux pecypcoB Kacmmiickoro mopsi». CormacHo stomy CornamieHuto, Oynet
yupexJeHa HoBasl MexxrocynapcrseHHas Komuccus no Bogusim buopecypcam Kacnmiickoro
Mopsi, 1-s1 HHAyTypallMOHHAs CECCHSI KOTOPOW COCTOUTCS YK€ B 3TOM Tolly B AzepOaiikane
W Halla cTpaHa OyIeT Npelcenarel-CTBOBaTh B 3Tod KoMmuccnnm B TedeHHE NBYX JIET.
ComnacHo stomy CorameHuio, B camoe Ompkaiiiiee Bpems B paMkax 3Toi Komwmccun
mexay [Ipukacmuiickumu cTpaHamu OyneT MHOAMHCAH IMPOTOKON O COTPYAHUYECTBE C
OpakoHbEPCTBOM U Oy[ET BBEJACH MEXIOCYIapCTBEHHBI MOpaTOpuUil Ha KOMMEPUCCKHUM
BBUIOB 0ceTpoBbIX B Kacnuiickom mMope.

TakuMm oOpa3zoMm, B HacTosmiee Bpems AsepOaifjkaH TpelcenareIbCTBYeT B 2-X
peruoHaIbHBIX Komuccusax — B Komuccun mo Bomaeim bropecypcam Kacnmiickoro mops
u B PernonanpHoii KoMuccuu mo pelOHOMY XO3SHCTBY M akBakyjlbType B LleHTpanbHOM
Azuun u Ha KaBkaze mox srujpoit @AO. Dto, 0e3yClIOBHO, HAKIAABIBAET ONPEIEICHHYIO
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb Ha HAIy CTPaHYy.

AzepOaifpkan mpupaeT OONBIIOE 3HAUYCHHE COTPYIHHUYCCTBY C UEPHOMOPCKHMH H
MPUKACTIMHCKAMHU CTpaHAMH, a TAaKKe C MEXTyHApOTHBIMH OpTaHM3AIMSIMH B B cdepe
PBIOHOTO XO3siicTBa, OOPHOBI ¢ OPaKOHBLEPCTBOM, PAa3BUTHS TOBAPHOW aKBayKyJIBTYpPHI U
palMOHAILHOTO MCIIONIB30BaHUS NMPUPOIHBIX pecypcoB. AsepOaiiikaH pazienseT oOIIyro
00€CIIOKOCHHOCTh PETHMOHA COBPEMEHHBIM COCTOSIHEM OKPYKaIOLIel Cpeibl U GUOpECypcoB
Yepnoro u Kacnuiickoro Mopeil. B ¢opmaTe MHOrOCTOPOHHETr0 COTPYJHHUYECTBA
YEPHOMOPCKHUX U MPUKACTIMHCKUX CTPaH 0c000€ BHUMAaHHUE CIEAYET YACTIIATh FapMOHHU3AIUH
PETHOHATBHBIX ¥ MEXXIYHAPOIHBIX ITOIXOA0B K IIPHPOAHO-PECYPCHON U IPHPOTO0XPAHHOM
JIESTENIHOCTU € YYETOM HallMOHAJIbHBIX HHTEPECOB.

YuureiBasi HalpsDKEHHOE COBPEMEHHOE cocTosHue Ouopecypcos Kacnmiickoro mops,
HEOOXOIMMO ONPEAEIUTh MPEAOCTOPOXKHBIH IMOAXOA K PHIOOJIOBHOW ESATEIbHOCTH.
Heob6xoauMo pa3BuBaTh aKBaKyJIbTYypy B Hamleil cTpaHe W B IejgoM B IIpuxacnmiickom
perHoHe, NMPUBJIECKAaTh HACEJIEHHE K aKBaKyIbType, KaK HOBOMY BHIY JCSTENbHOCTH. DTO
MO3BOJINT YMEHBIINTh HE3aKOHHBIH PBIOHBI IMPOMBICEN M YIYYIIHTh 3KOJIOTHYECKOE
cocrosiHue Kacnuiickoro Mops. B HOBBIX yCIOBHAX BO3MOXHOI'O BBEIEHHS MOpPaTOpHs
Ha BBUIOB OCETpPOBBEIX pBI0O B KacmmiickoM MOpe OCHOBHBIM MPHOPHTETOM JUISI
PBIOOX03AHCTBEHHOTO cekTopa Beex [IpukacnuiicKux cTpaH, B TOM 4Hcie n AszepOaiikaHa,
SBJISIETCS. pa3BUTHE (hepM aKBaKyIbTYPbl BO BHYTPEHHHMX BojpoeMax. llpu 3Tom orpomHoe
3HaueHHe OyJdeT MMETh CO3JaHHE IPABOBBIX U COLUAIBHO-YKOHOMHYECKHX YCIIOBHH
JUIT M3MCHCHMS HAIpaBJICHUS JCSITEIBHOCTH NPHOPEKHOTO HACENEHHs, KoTopoe Oymer
MIEPEOPUEHTHPOBAHO OT PHIOOJIOBCTBA HAa pa3BEICHHE OCETPOBBIX PBHIO Ha (epMax, Ha
TOBapHYIO aKBaKyJIBTYpy OCETPOBBIX PBIO. DTO IMO3BONUT YMEHBIINTH AHTPOIOTEHHOE
JIaBJIeHUE Ha MPUPOIHBIE TOMYJIALNH PbIO (0COOCHHO, OCETPOBBIX), OyAeT criocoOCTBOBATh
COXPaHEHHIO OMOJIOTHUECKOTO Pa3HOOOpa3Hsl U OXpaHe OKPYXKaIoIIeH Cpelbl.

3aBepiIasi CBOE BBICTYIUICHHE, XOUy OCOOEHHO OTMETHTb, YTO BOCCTAHOBICHHE U
COXpaHCHHE YHUKAJbHBIX 3allacOB IICHHBIX IIPOMBICTIOBBEIX pbHIO YepHOMOpPCKOTO U
Kacnmiickoro 6acceifHOB BO3MOXHO TOJBKO OOBEIMHUB COBMECTHBIC YCHITUS. A3epOaiikan
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W BIIpPEJb TOTOB COTPYJHHYATh C MEXKAYHAPOTHBIMH OpPraHU3AlMSAMH KakK MO BOMPOCAM
MPEOCTABIICHUS U 0OMEHa TaHHBIX, TaK U B MMPAKTHYECKON JCATEIHHOCTH.

B 3axmoueHne IO3BONBTE e€IIe pa3 BEIPA3UTh CBOIO TIIyOOKYyI0 OJarogapHOCTh
[paButennctBy PecyOnuku PyMBIHuMS 32 IpEKpacHy 0 OpTaHU3aHI0 ITOTO MEPOTIPHSTHS H
MPOSIBIICHHOE TOCTEIPUUMCTRBO, U 51 HAZCIOCh, YTO Ta KOH(EPEHIINS BHECET 3HAYNTCIBHBIH
BKJIaJ] B TIPOLIECC PETMOHATILHOTO COTPYAHUYECTBA.

Cmacu0o 3a BHUMaHue!
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H.E. EKATERINE GRIGALAVA
Deputy Minister for Environment and Natural Resources Protection, Georgia

Dear Secretary General,
Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,

On behalf of the Government of Georgia, I am honored to extend my cordial gratitude
to the Government of the Republic of Romania for hosting this important event
in the beautiful city of Bucharest and to the General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations for
organizing the High-level conference towards enhanced cooperation on Black Sea
fisheries and aquaculture.

I am pleased to be here with you and have an opportunity to underline the
importance of regional cooperation among the countries of the Black Sea region for the
sustainable management of fisheries and aquaculture. We belong to different countries
and live in different places, but we share the Black Sea and its protection is the most
precious goal we share.

Special care from all of us is required to move towards common goals through more
precise and concerted actions. Our insights and guidance as main players in the Black
Sea fisheries and aquaculture are crucial for the development of these sectors.

The universal United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and Aichi Biodiversity
Targets must be incorporated at all levels of development and delivered through
the participation of all stakeholders, including the economic and business sectors,
academia, civil society and international organizations.

Let me make a short review of the current state of fisheries and aquaculture in my
country, Georgia. Despite Georgia is a coastal state, it experiences a certain recession
in these sectors, especially in aquaculture.

I would like to note that freshwater aquaculture is more developed in Georgia than
marine aquaculture. This might be caused by the abundance of small rivers rich of fish
species traditionally used by local population. A lot of small trout farms can be found
all over Georgia.

As for the sea, due to the sea coast features in Georgia, it is difficult to develop
marine aquaculture. There are no suitable quiet lagoons where people could breed fish
or shellfish species. We recognize the great importance of conservation and, despite the
geographical conditions, we hope this sector will be developed in Georgia as various
modern technologies, best practices and knowledge have been accumulated during the
last years.

As regards fisheries, the whole sector recently underwent significant promising
changes but it still needs further development to properly adjust to international
requirements and ensure benefits for all stakeholders.

Taking into account that we share a common sea and its living aquatic resources,
Georgia’s main goal and task is to use them in a sustainable manner to contribute to
achieving the global Sustainable Development Goals. We realize that significant efforts
from the government are required for it. But the role of the international community
is also essential for the success of the process. The only way out is coordination,
cooperation and assistance.

Georgia is a party to international environmental treaties, including the Convention
on Biological Diversity, the Convention on Migratory Species of Wild Animals, the
Bern and Bucharest Conventions, as well as the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea and the FAO Agreement to Promote Compliance with International
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Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas. All
these treaties encourage us for further cooperation and synergies in our activities. By
signing the EU-Georgia Association Agreement, we took significant commitments,
including the obligation to cooperate with regional fisheries management organizations.
Furthermore, I would like to note that we have an active cooperation with the GFCM
and we are pleased to have recently obtained the status of cooperating non-contracting
party to the Commission.

Let me particularly address the issues of illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing.
This is a challenge that should be addressed at national, regional and global levels. To
combat IUU fishing, the parties should undertake transparent, effective and concerted
actions. They should implement policies and measures to exclude IUU products from
trade and their markets. One of the advantages of regional cooperation is sharing
the best practices in fisheries management with a view to ensuring conservation and
management of fish stocks in a sustainable manner based on the principles of the
ecosystem approach.

I would like to mention especially the initiative to implement a regional project:
the BlackSea4Fish project. To make future plans and develop programmes for the
conservation and sustainable use of marine living resources, we definitely welcome
this initiative that will support a regional survey, introduce a unified methodology to
assess the common stocks and create shared database, including the best knowledge on
the biology of species, their migration routes, population abundance, distribution, etc.

Addressing the needs for the implementation of the mentioned initiatives and future
plans, alongside with the activities to be carried out at the national level, I would like to
note once again the importance of cooperation among our countries and international
organizations. Let me take the opportunity to thank FAO, the GFCM, BSEC and the
Black Sea Commission for their continuous and fruitful cooperation and express hope
for future close cooperation.

In conclusion, I would like to underline that it is up to each and every one of us
to address the current challenges, deal with the needs and embrace opportunities. It
depends on how we do it individually and as part of an international community. The
declaration we are signing today is the expression of our will to cooperate and to take
care of our shared resources in the most reasonable, appropriate and sustainable way.
And we are happy to be part of this action.

Thank you.
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H.E. VICTOR MORGOCI
Deputy Minister for Environment, Republic of Moldova

Stimate dle ministru, stimati colegi, onorata asistenta,

Am deosebita plicere si vi salut in cadrul reuniunii de Nivel Inalt privind Cooperarea
Consolidatd pentru Pescuit si Acvaculturd la Marea Neagra. Mai intii de toate as vrea sd imi
exprim aprecierea pentru efortul depus de tarile participante si organizatorii Conferintei,
pentru consolidarea cooperarii in scopul realizarii schimbului de cunostinte cu privire la
aspectele principale in domeniul gestionarii pescuitului, acvaculturii durabile, realizarea
actiunilor concrete in aceste sens, precum si evaluarea impactului socio-economic si de
mediu.

Principapele corpuri acvatice unde se practica pescuitul comercial in Republica Moldova
sunt riurile transfrontaliere Prut si Nistru. Anual, in aceste rauri, se pescuiau circa 30 tone
de peste, cu exceptia anului 2016, cand Ministerul Mediului, din cauza reducerii stocului de
pesti, nu a aprobat cote de pescuit.

Fiind riuri transfrontaliere, cooperarea cu statele vecine Romania si Ucraina reprezinta un
rol important in asigurarea protectiei si utilizarii durabile a resurselor piscicole.

Astfel, in scopul asigurarii protectiei mediului si utilizarii rationale a resurselor piscicole
si reglementarii pescuitului 1n raul Prut la 1 august 2003, Guvernul Republicii Moldova
si Guvernul Roméniei au semnat Acordul de cooperare in domeniul protectiei resurselor
piscicole si reglementarea pescuitului in raul Prut si lacul de acumulare Costesti - Stanca in
acest sens, reprezentantii autoritatilor responsabile de implementarea prevederilor Acordului
se intrunesc in sedinte in cadrul cdrora se discutd despre actiunile privind reglementarea
pescuitului; combaterea pescuitului ilegal, inclusiv prin efectuarea controalelor comune;
problema lucrarilor de regularizare/decolmatare/reprofilare a albiei care afecteaza populatiile
de pesti; efectuarea cercetarilor stiintifice in vederea determinarii stocurilor de pesti.

In ceea ce priveste pescuitul in fluviul Nistru, stocurile de pesti ale caruia se diminueaza
treptat din cauza regularizarii acestui fluviul prin constructia complexului hidroenergetic
Nistrean, la data de 29 noiembrie 2012, la Roma, a fost semnat Acordul dintre Guvernul
Republicii Moldova si Cabinetul de Ministri al Ucrainei privind colaborarea in domeniul
protectiei si dezvoltirii durabile a bazinului fluviului Nistru. insd pana in prezent acest
Acord nu a intrat In vigoare deoarece nu a fost ratificat de catre partea ucraineand. Tin
sa mentionez si faptul ca, Delta Nistrului reprezintd boisti importante unde se reproduc
numeroase specii de pesti si este regretabil de constatat faptul cé, gestionarea irationald a
Complexului Hidroenergetic de la Novodnestrovsk, influenteaza negativ asupra debitului
de apa in Nistru, afectdnd considerabil aceste boisti. In acest context, folosindu-ma de
aceasta ocazie, ag vrea sa reiterez importanta ratificarii Acordului mentionat, dar si semnarea
Acordului privind asigurarea functionarii Complexului hidroenergetic de la Novodnestrovsk,
articolul 6 al caruia contine prevederi de mediu, in special privind respectarea regimului
hidrologic, hidrobiologic, hidrochimic, care vor oferi o platforma juridicd imbunatatita
pentru dezvoltarea in continuare a dialogului dintre Republica Moldova si Ucraina, dar
si Intreprinderea actiunilor comune concrete pentru gestionarea durabild a pescuitului in
fluviul Nistru.

De asemenea, doresc sa mentionez si despre repopuldrile cu puieti de pesti, intreprinse de
catre Ministerul Mediului al Republicii Moldova. Astfel de repopulari se realizeaza pe lacul
de acumulare Costesti-Stanca (de pe raul Prut) si lacul de acumulare Dubasari (de pe fluviul
Nistru) cu specii de sanger, crap, novac, cosas, platica si babusca.

Masuri de populare cu puiet de peste mult mai eficiente ar putea fi efectuate doar prin
constructia unui centru de reproducere modern. In acest sens, a fost initiat un proiect in
Republica Moldova si anume constructia unui Centru de reproducere a speciilor valoroase
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de pesti pe malul lacului de acumulare Costesti-Stanca. Costructia unui asemenea centru a
fost sustinuta si de catre colegii din Romaénia.

Constructia Centrului este o solutie indispensabila pentru solutionarea problemelor de
repopulare, selectie, aclimatizare, raspandire, regenerare si ameliorare a resurselor piscicole,
in special in raul Prut. Astfel, va fi creat un aport considerabil si pentru speciile de pesti
din fluviul Dunirea. Insi, efectuarea lucririlor de proiectare si constructie a centrului de
reproducere nu a fost posibild din cauza lipsei surselor financiare, iar in prezent Ministerul
Mediului este in proces de identificare a acestor surse.

Dezvoltarea pisciculturii in Republica Moldova este o ramurd in curs de dezvoltare,
iar lipsa unei strategii nationale de dezvoltare a pisciculturii si proiectelor investitionale
insuficiente tergiverseaza dezvoltarea acestui sector.

Una din cele mai importante probleme in domeniul pisciculturii este asigurarea fermelor
piscicole cu material piscicol calitativ, creat pe baza fondului genetic piscicol autohton si a
tehnologiilor moderne de intretinere a fermelor piscicole, problema care poate fi solutionata
si prin constructia Centrului de reproducere mentionat. in acest sens, Ministerul Mediului
din Republica Moldova ar aprecia acordarea unui suport financiar de catre institutiile
internationale pentru constructia Centrului de reproducere.

Cu acest prilej, ma adresez Secretariatului Comisiei Generale pentru Piscicultura in
Marea Mediterana, cu propunerea de a lua in calcul posibilitatea acordarii Republicii
Moldova a statutului de tard cooperantd non-membrd a Comisiei, pentru a putea asigura
implicarea activa a tarii noastre 1n lucrarile Grupului de Lucru a Marii Negre si a asigura
astfel implementarea cu succes a angajamentelor Republicii Moldova fata de partenerii sai
de dezvoltare, in special Uniunea Europeana.

Acestea fiind spuse, Va indemn pe toti la o colaborare continud si fructuoasa In viitor!

Vi multumesc pentru atentie!
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H.E. IAREMA KOVALIV
Deputy Minister for Agrarian Policy and Food — Head of the State Agency of
Fisheries, Ukraine

Firstly, I would like to express my gratitude to the Ministry of agriculture and rural
development of Romania and the GFCM as well as to all regional organizations for the
invitation and excellent organization of the event.

The need to combine our efforts in the fight against the present challenges in the
fisheries is of great importance. The majority of these problems are of comprehensive
nature. A necessary result can be achieved only with the combined efforts of all the
riparian states. It is logical, since we share the seas which have been connecting all the
countries of the Black Sea and Mediterranean basins for many centuries.

The State Agency of Fisheries of Ukraine, as a state authority responsible for
fisheries, supports and promotes the development of cooperation in the Black Sea
region. I have to admit that the role of regional fisheries management organizations is
crucial. Regarding this, I am very grateful to the GFCM for its support and assistance.
We are trying to adopt the best world practices for the protection of fish stocks and
management methods. Unfortunately, it is not possible to take the necessary measures
in Ukraine by our own means, which is why GFCM support for this is extremely
important.

I am sure that not only Ukraine is going to benefit from the strengthening of
cooperation, but also that it is going to have a significant influence on the improvement
of fish stocks in the whole Black Sea region. The Agency pays a lot of attention to the
development of cooperation in the region and hopes that together we will be able to
protect and enlarge the wealth of the Black Sea and the Mediterranean Sea.

The realization of international projects on the conservation and management of
the Black Sea resources has a great socio-economic potential for all the countries of
the region, not only for Ukraine. Traditionally, the Black Sea is the main source of fish
products on the national market and I hope that all riparian countries recognize the
importance of the Black Sea as one of the main sources of food. Any measure on the
fight against IUU fishing and the introduction of the principles of sustainable fishing
might be of crucial importance for the future of fisheries.

Ukraine will support international projects aiming to improve the state of
resources of the Black Sea and its marine ecosystems, such as BlackSea4Fish. We are
ready to contribute to the implementation of such projects in order to have effective
problem-solving instruments and to tackle today’s challenges. I hope that other
regional organizations will join the GFCM in the introduction of the principles of
sustainable fishing and the effective use of resources.

The possibilities offered to us are a wonderful instrument for creating necessary
mechanisms and a platform to reach consensus among all the countries. Thus, I do
believe that this cooperation will benefit us.
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H.E. VALERY IVANOVITCH KUZMIN
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Russian Federation to
Romania

VYBaxkaeMble JaMbl U rocno;[a!

[Ipexne Bcero MHe XoTenock ObI oT auna Poccuiickoit @enepanny no6IarofapuTh HaIINX
PYMBIHCKHX KOJUIET 3a MPHUHSITHE 3TOTO BaXXHOTO MeponpusaTus — KoHpepeHIInu BEICOKOTO
YPOBHS TIO PACIIMPEHHIO COTPYIHHYECTBA B OOJACTH PHIOOJIOBCTBA M aKBaKyJIBTYDHI
B Ueprom mope. Taxke Xody BBIpa3uUTh CIIOBAa OJAaromapHOCTH M OPTraHH3aTOpaM ATOH
Kongepenuuu — [paBurensctBy Pympraum, [1pomoBosCTBEHHO U CEITECKOX03SHCTBEHHOM
opranm3auun OObenuHeHHbIX Hanuii, ['eHepanbHO KOMHCCHH TO PpPBHIOOTOBCTBY B
CpenuzemHoM Mope, Komuccuu no 3amure YepHoro Mopst oT 3arpsasHeHust, Opranusanuu
110 YepHOMOPCKOMY SKOHOMHYECKOMY cOTpynHudecTBy, Cekperapuary ComiamieHus Io
COXpaHEHHI0 KHTOO0Opa3HbIXx B UépHOoM m Cpenmu3eMHOM MOpSX, a TaKkKe MpHIIeTaloNIcH
paiionax Atnantuku, Opranuzanuu «EBpodumy.

BesycnoBHo, UepHoe Mope — BaxkHelIIee /Ul HAIIUX CTpaH MOpE, B KOTOPOM BCE MBI
pa3BUBaeT BECh KOMILJIEKC XO3sIMCTBEHHON NEATENIFHOCTH — MOPCKOM TPAaHCIOPT, IOPTOBOE
X03UCTBO, 100BIYA TOJIE3HBIX HCKOTTAEMBIX, TYPH3M, PHIOOJIOBCTBO U aKBAKYJIBTYPY, TIO3TOMY
B TIOCJIeHEE BpeMs NPOBOASTCS MHOTO Pa3HOIUIAHOBBIX MEPONPHUATHH, HarpaBliCHHBIX
Ha MEXIYyHApOAHOE COTPYIHHUYECTBO B YAaCTH COXPAHEHHUS ITOI0 YHUKAJIbHOIO MOps,
PalMOHATEHOTO MCIIOIB30BAaHMS €r0 OOTaTCTB.

Pri6HOE x03s1ficTBO B UepHOM MOpe SBISIETCS [UII MHOTHMX HAllMX CTPaH COIHAIBEHO
3HAYUMOM OTPaCIIb0, OpPUEHTUPOBAHHOM Ha COXpaHEHHE U pa3BUTHE IPUOPEKHBIX TOCEACHUH,
BAXHOH M HEOTHEMJIEMOW YacTbl) OOECreyYeHHs] HalMOHAJIBHON MPOJOBONBCTBEHHOM
0€30macHOCTH.

B Toxxe Bpemst He0OXOANMO OTMETHTH, 9YTO UepHOE MOpE IHUPOKO MPHU3HAHO KAK OIHO U3
pETHOHANBHBIX MOpEeH HamOoiee CHIBHO MOBPSKICHHBIX XO3SHCTBEHHOW IEATEIFHOCTHIO
YeloBeKka M IPYTHMMH aHTPOIIOTEHHBIMHU, OHMONOTHYECKUMH, W TPHPOAHBIMU (PaKTOpaMH.
MHorue OCHOBHBIE BHJIbI HMPOMBIIIIEHHOTO M CHOPTUBHO-TIOOUTENHCKOTO PHIOOJIOBCTBA
HaXOJATCsl B YTHETEHHOM U JICTIPECCUBHOM COCTOSIHWH, MOJTOMY HAacTajll NeHCTBUTENBHO
OTBETCTBEHHBIM MEpUOJ JUIisl Pa3pabOTKM W MPHUHATHS COBMECTHBIX [ICHCTBHE Ha
PETHOHAIILHOM YPOBHE IO TPEKPAICHUIO OMACHOM TEHICHIMM COKpPAIICHHUS PHIOHBIX
3amacoB YepHOTO MOps, UMEHHO COBMECTHBIX, TaK KaK OOJBIIMHCTBO TAKUX 3aI1aCOB UMETO
TpPaHCIPAaHUYHBINA XapaKTep, TO €CTh B TEUEHUE CBOET0 KU3HEHHOTO LIMKJIA OHU MUTPUPYIOT
yepe3 SKOHOMHUYECKHE 30Hbl BCEX NMPUYEPHOMOPCKUX CTpaH. [J1aBHasA, KOOpAUHHUPYIOLIas
pOTb B COXpaHEHHH, BOCCTAHOBIEHUH U PAllHOHAIILHOM HCIIOJIb30BAaHUM PHIOHBIX 3aacoB
JIOJKHA TpUHAJIeKaTh [IpolIoBONBCTBEHHON M CENbCKOXO3SWCTBEHHOM OpraHu3aluu
OObennHeHHBIX Harwii 1 ero pernoHanbHON OpraHu3aluy Mo yIPaBICHUIO phIO0IOBCTBOM
B CpeauzemMHOM U YepHOM MOpSIX, B TECHOM COTPYAHHUYECTBE C IPUPOAOOXPAHHBIMHU
OpraHu3alUsAMHI U HAlMOHAJIbHBIMH IPAaBUTEIbCTBAMHU.

Xoten OBl OTMETUTH ellle, Ha MOH B3IISA, BaxHYI0 mpoliemy - ¢ KoHua 80-x
TOJIOB IMPOLUIOTO BeKa B CBSI3U C BCEJIEHHEM aTJIaHTUYECKOro IpeOHEeBMKa MHEMHUOIICHCA
(Mnemiopsis leidyi), MOIIIHOTO MHIIEBOTO KOHKYPEHTA 300MJIAHKTOHO(AroB, He UMEBILIETO
Ha TO BpeMsl €CTECTBEHHBIX BparosB B UepHOM MOpe, IPOU30LILIO0 PE3KOE CHUYKEHHUE 3a11acoB
MacCOBBIX BHJIOB. B koHIe 90-X romoB, O1aromaps BCEJICHUIO Ipyroro rpeOHeBHKa - Oepoe
(Beroe ovata), moTpeOuTenss MHEMHOIICHCA, YUCICHHOCTHh IENIarHYeCKUX BHIOB PHIO
CTaJla MOCTENEHHO PacTH, OJHAKO HE JOCTUIVIA TeX NPOLUIBIX ypoBHeH. CuurTaem, 4TO
COOTBETCTBYIOLIUM MEXAYHApOIHBIM OPraHMU3alUsAM, B MOJTHOMOYHS KOTOPBIX BKIIFOUEHBI
BOIIPOCHI 3aLIUTHl MOPCKUX 3KOCUCTEM, IIETIECO00Pa3HO PacCMOTPETh MPOOIEMy BCEJICHHS
YY)KEPOJHBIX KHUBBIX OOBEKTOB W BO3MOXHBIC MEPBI COXpaHEHHUS OHOJIOTHYECKOTO
paBHOBECHS TAKUX MOPCKHUX HKOCUCTEM.
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B oTtHO1eHnn 60pb0ObI ¢ HE3aKOHHBIM, HECOOOIIAEMBIM U HEPETYITUPYEMBIM ITPOMBICIIOM,
KOTOPBIH, K COXKaJICHUIO, UMEET MeCTO B UepHOM Mope, XOTelI OBl ITPHU3BaTh BCE YEPHOMOPCKHE
CTpaHBI CTPOTro clienoBarh «JlopoxxHoi kapre mo 6opedbe ¢ HHH-npomeiciom B YepHom
MOpe», YTBeP)KIEHHOH ceccueil [ eHepanbHO KOMUCCHU TIO PEIOOTIOBCTBY B Cpen3eMHOM
Mmope B 2013 roxy.

Hagepno muorue u3 Bac 3narort, uto B 70-x u 80-x rogax 20-ro Beka CCCP exeronHo
no6sBan B UYépHom Mope okoimo 200 TeIc. T BOXHBIX OHOpecypcoB. OCHOBY BBLIOBA
COCTaBJSUIM Xamca, WIMpoT, craBpuaa. B 1990-e roasl oTedecTBEHHBIM BBHUIOB BOJIHBIX
ouopecypcoB B UepHOM MOpE Pe3KO YMEHBIITHICS.

B CCCP Obuia co3mana 3p@eKTHBHAs CHCTeMa YIPABICHUS PBHIOHBIM XO3SHCTBOM,
cocroslias M3 YOPaBIEHYECKUX U HAyYHO-UCCIENOBATEIbCKUX OpraHU3aluii
pri0oxo3siictBeHHoro Hampapienus. B 70-e u 80-e roapl mpounuwioro Beka B A30BCKOM
n YepHom mopsax CCCP exerogHo npoBoauioch 15-20 Hay4dHO-MCCIIENOBATENbCKUX U
MTOMCKOBBIX SKCIIETUIHH.

B Hacrosmee BpeMs ToJOBHBIM HHCTUTYTOM pBIOHOHN oTpaciin Poccuiickoit denepariu
sBIsieTcsl BeepoccHicKUil HaydHO-HCCIIe0BATeIbCKU WHCTHTYT PHIOHOTO XO3SHCTBA U
okeanorpapuu GI'BHY «BHUPOy, xoopnuHupytomuii padboty 6acceifHOBOr0 MHCTUTYTA
OI'bHY «A3HUWWPX», orBedamImiero 3a MPOBEIACHUE KOMIUIEKCHBIX CBHIPHEBBIX H
IIPUPOAOOXPAHHBIX HCCIE0BaHUI B UepHOM MOpeE.

OCHOBY COBPEMEHHOTO ITPOMEBICIIA POCCUHCKUMH pBIOakaMu B UepHOM MOPE COCTABIISIIOT
Xamca ¥ IIIPOT, TaK B TPOILJIOM roay B obiieM oobeMe BbutoBa Poccueli B UepHoM Mope
70 THICSY TOHH, Ha XaMmcy NpUILIOCh 40 THICSY TOHH, a HAa MIMPOT — 25 THICSY TOHH. B
CpeIHeM Ha MPOMBICIIE HAXOAUIIOCh 15 cpelHETOHHAKHBIX U MaJIOTOHHAXKHBIX CYZIOB.

AKBakyneTypa B UepHOM MOpE Y HacC HaXOOUTCS B CTAJAMU Pa3BUTHS, TIOITOMY TOAOBOM
00beM BBIPAIIEHHOI NPOAYKIUU, B OCHOBHOM MUIHH, 4yTh BhilIe 200 TOHH.

B mameit crpane B 2004 romy mnpunat ®enepanbHblii 3akoH «O pHIOOTIOBCTBE H
COXPaHEHWH BOJHBIX OHMOJIOTHYECKHX PECYPCOB», CONIACHO KOTOPOMY IO OOJNBIIMHCTBY
OCHOBHBIX IIPOMBICTIOBEIX OOBEKTOB €)KETOJHO YCTAaHABIMBAIOTCI OOBEMBI OOIIHX
JIOTTYCTUMBIX YJIOBOB, KOTOpPbIE pPacHpeAessSIOTCs IO HaIpaBiICHHUSM HCIOJIb30BaHUS, B
TOM YHCIIE JUIA POMBILUIEHHOTO U MPUOPEKHOTO PHIOOIOBCTBA. DTU 001IHEe 00bEMBI KBOT
pacnpenensiroTca B COOTBETCTBUU € 3aKperieHHbIME Ha 10 neT gonsaMu-npouentamu. Takoi
MEXaHN3M MO3BOJIIET POCCUICKUM KOMITAaHHUSM OCYIIECTBIISATH JOITOCPOYHOE IITAHUPOBAHHUE
CBOEH IEATCIFHOCTH. YUHUTHIBAsi TEXHUIECKOTO COCTOSHHE PBHIOOIPOMBICIOBOTO (BJI0Ta H
OeperoBbIX phIOONEepepadaTHIBAIONINX MPOU3BOJCTB, B HacTosIee Bpems DenepaibHBIM
areHTCTBOM II0 pbIOONMOBCTBY MuHcenpxo3a Poccum, B COOTBETCTBHH C peIICHHEM
T'occoBera, pa3pabarbiBalOTCs MONPABKHU B 3aKOH, MPEAYCMaTPUBAIOIINE JOMOTHUTEIbHBIN
BUJ] KBOT — /ISl ”HBECTULIMOHHBIX IENIEH.

B npennsepun 7-it ceccun Iloakomurera @AO 1m0 akBaKylIbype, KOTOPbIH MPOBOAMIICA
y Hac B okTa0pe 2013 roma B 1. Cankr-IletepOypre, 6pu1 npunaaT dexepaidbHBI 3aKOH
«O0 akBakynmbType (pbIOOBOACTBE)». MBI HajeeMcs, YTO C TIOMOIIBI0 3TOTO 3aKOHA
pa3BUTHE AaKBaKyJIbTypbl B Halleill cTpaHe, B TOM uucie U B A30Bo-UepHOMOpPCKOM
OacceliHe, BBIZET HA HOBBII KaYeCTBEHHBIH YPOBEHb. B KOHTEKCTE ATOT0, XOTEIOCh TaKXKe
OTMETHUTh, YTO B TepeuyHe 0CO00 LIEHHBIX BUAOB BOJIHBIX OHOPECYpCOB, OTHECEHHBIX K
00beKTaM pPBIOONOBCTBA, obuTatommM B YepHoM Mope, oTHocsTcs Oemyra Huso huso
(depHOMOpCKast momylsiusi), pycckuii ocerp Acipenser gueldenstaedtii (depHOMOpCKas
normynsiuysi), ceBprora Acipenser stellatus (depHOMOpcKasi TOMyJISIIKSA), K [IEHHBIM BHIAM
— xambara-kankaH Psetta maeotica u yepHoMopckas kymxa Salmo trutta. JIroboe n3bATHE
YEPHOMOPCKHUX OCETPOBBIX 3aIllPELEHO.

HckyccTBeHHOE BOCIIPOU3BOACTBO B BUE BBIMYCKa MOJIONU B peku Oacceiitna YepHoro
MOpSI OCYIIECTBIISIETCSI TOJIBKO UIS YEPHOMOPCKON KyMxkH. i1 3TOro B yuUpexICHHUSX
[0 HCKYyCCTBEHHOMY Bocupou3BoactBy PI'BY  «A3zdeppriOBog» chHOpMUPOBAHEI
PEMOHTHO-MaTOYHBIE CTaJa, YUCICHHOCTh KOTOphIX B 2015 . cocraBunma — 17, 5 Teicsd
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9K3EMIUIIPOB. BBIyCK MOJIOOY YEPHOMOPCKOM KyMiKU cpefiHel Maccoil 3 rpamma B 2014 .
coctaBui 175 Teicay wTyK, B 2015 . — 200 ThICcAY IUTYK.

Ceitgac mpoBoasTcs pabOTH 10 Hadaly BBITycka B UepHoe Mope Moyoau KamOalrsl-
KaJIKaHa.

B 2013 roxy IlpaButensctBo Poccuiickoit ®enepanmu omodpuino «locyrnapcTBEHHYIO
nmporpammy pasButusi peiOHoro xozsaictBa 10 2020 roma». Ilo urtoram ee peanuzanuu
IJTAHUPYETCS YBEIMYUTh 00BEM BBIJIOBA BOAHBIX OnopecypcoB k 2020 roay 1o 6,1 MuiroHa
TOHH ¢ 4 MIUTHOHOB B 2012 rozy, 00beM MPOU3BOACTBA MPOAYKIINU aKBAKYIbTyphI — 10 410
ThicsTd TOHH co 140 B 2012-M, a BBIMYCK PBHIOHBIX MPOAYKTOB — JI0 5,25 MHJUIMOHA TOHH.
Hoinst oredecTBeHHOH PHIOHOH MPOAYKUIUHM HAa BHYTPEHHEM PBIHKE MOJDKHA IOCTHTHYTH
85% npotuB 77-78% B HacToOs1LIEe BpeMs, IOTpediIeHne prIObl U pPeIOONIPOLYyKTOB B Poccun
k 2020 roamy, Kak OXMJAeTcs, AOCTHrHeT 28 kuiorpamMmoB mpoTtus 21,5 B 2012 romy.
CootBercTBytonmii pasaen 3toil [ocygapcTBeHHON MporpaMMbl MOCBAILIEH Pa3BUTHIO U
PHIOOXO03HCTBEHHOTO KOMILIEKca A30B0o-UepHOMOpPCKOTO OacceiiHa.

B 3aximrogeHun CBOEro BRICTYIUICHHS MHE XOTEJIOCH OB OTMETHTB, YTO TOJIBKO Oaromaps
COBMECTHBIM YCWJIMAM BCEX YEPHOMOPCKMX CTpaH Mbl MOXEM ClielaTh Hall PEeruoH
MIPOLBETAIOIINM, C YCTONUUBBIM COIIMATILHO-?KOHOMHUYECKUM Pa3BUTHEM B COOTBETCTBUU C
mobaneHON nHUIaTUBOH PAO «CuHnit Pocty.

Bbnaronapro 3a BHUMaHuHe.
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H.E. MUSTAFA ALTUG ATALAY
Director-General of Fisheries and Aquaculture, Ministry of Food, Agriculture and
Livestock, Turkey

Distinguished ministers and delegates,

I would like to express my sincere appreciation for the kind invitation to the
honourable hosting country, Romania, and for the opportunity to deliver this speech.
Although our Minister his Excellency Faruk Celik would have very much liked to
join the conference today, unfortunately, he was not able to do so due to a last-minute
change in his busy agenda. He wanted me to convey his deepest regards and wishes for
the success of the conference.

Ladies and gentlemen,

We all agree that fish stocks are common heritage for the whole humankind, especially
when highly migratory species are taken into account. Therefore, when a stock is
collapsed somewhere, not only the region that is dependent on the fisheries of that
particular stock is affected, but also other regions are influenced by this incident.

A collapse in the fishing industry would lead to negative results not only for the
fishermen, but also for other relevant communities from the social, economic and even
political points of view. For that reason, it could be too late if necessary and timely
measures are not taken meticulously.

The foundation of sustainable fisheries management depends on reliable and
accurate data, scientific research as well as efficient inspection and controls. In terms
of Black Sea fisheries, data collection, scientific research, especially stock assessment
and management, are gradually improving, even though there are still areas with no or
inadequate fisheries information. However, the management of marine living resources
in the Black Sea is easier than any other region due to the fact that the Black Sea
countries agreed on exclusive economic zones (EEZ).

Even general measures related to fisheries and aquaculture should be taken by
all riparian countries through regional fisheries management organizations. It is
of prime importance that all riparian countries in the Black Sea should have their
own management and monitoring, control and surveillance systems in their EEZ in
terms of conservation and sustainable exploitation of fish stocks. The effective EEZ
management is directly related to the success of sustainable fisheries management in the
Black Sea. To that end, the cooperation among riparian countries should be enhanced.
In this regard, the Working Group on Black Sea is an important platform to ensure
this cooperation.

As the main fishing riparian country in the region, Turkey is aware of its
responsibility to maintain sustainable fisheries management in its EEZ in the Black
Sea, taking into consideration the FAO Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries.

Turkey also signed the FAO Port State Measures Agreement which is now awaiting
ratification by our National Assembly. We expect that positive outcomes would be
achieved if the provisions of this agreement are implemented by all parties.

On this occasion, I would like to share some examples regarding fisheries
management at the national level. One of the most important steps that have been made
is that we have stopped the fleet capacity since 2002 by restraining new entries to the
fleet. Additionally, we have initiated a decommissioning scheme, withdrawing fishing
vessels with a view to reducing the fishing pressure on the stocks. With this practice,
which is still in force, 1 011 vessels of over 10 metres length have been withdrawn from
the fishing fleet since 2013.
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With a more conservative approach, we have set new arrangements for the regulation
of domestic fisheries including, inter alia, minimum landing size, spatial and temporal
restrictions and gear restrictions.

With the objective of conducting inspections more effectively, fisheries divisions
have been established in all coastal provinces and they have been strengthened in terms
of staff and vehicles.

There are 174 landing points and 22 fisheries port offices in the Black Sea region
in Turkey. All kinds of infrastructure, staff recruitment and all required equipments
to use during the inspections were provided in these landing points and offices. It is
mandatory to land all fishery products in these designated landing ports.

As a result of the inspections conducted, it was decided that the penal sanctions in
the current fishery law in Turkey should be more deterrent. For this purpose, we have
updated and categorized the sanctions in the new draft fishery law.

In Turkey, fishing vessels over 15 metres are required to be equipped with
automated identification systems. However, this monitoring system does not properly
provide control. To this end, a new “Fishing Vessel Monitoring System” has been
established for vessels over 12 metres. The implementation of electronic logbooks will
also start with this system.

While finalizing my speech, I would like to reiterate my pleasure to take part in this
close collaboration and to express that Turkey shall continue to increase its efforts to
enhance closer and fruitful cooperation.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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MS VALERIE LAINE
Acting Director, Directorate D (Mediterranean and Black Sea), Directorate General
for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, European Commission

Monsieur le Ministre,

Mesdames et Messieurs les représentants nationaux,
Monsieur le Président de la CGPM,

Mesdames et Messieurs,

Permettez-moi de remercier chaleureusement les autorités roumaines pour leur accueil
et ’excellente organisation de cet événement.

L’Union européenne salue I'organisation de cette conférence, qui constitue un cadre
privilégié pour réfléchir ensemble sur I’avenir de la péche et de I"aquaculture en mer
Noire. Nous avons un intérét partagé pour organiser la préservation et, lorsque c’est
possible, le développement de ces activités d’une grande importance socio-économique.

La situation

Le constat scientifique est sans appel: les stocks de la mer Noire sont dans une situation
critique depuis plusieurs années. A P’exception du sprat, tous les stocks évalués en
mer Noire sont aujourd’hui exploités a des niveaux non soutenables (turbot, anchois,
chinchard, aiguillat, merlan bleu, rouget barbet). Pour le turbot, la mortalité par péche
est plus de cing fois supérieure au niveau du rendement maximal durable. D’autres
especes telles que ’esturgeon sont en danger.

La coopération régionale a bien progressé depuis quelques années, notamment a
travers la mise en place de mesures de suivi, de gestion et de lutte contre la péche illicite,
non déclarée et non réglementée (INN) ainsi que pour la gestion de Iaiguillat.

La situation reste néanmoins critique. La dégradation des stocks conduit a une
érosion de la profitabilité des flottilles et met en cause la pérennité des 40 000 emplois
directs que géneére le secteur dans les pays riverains de la mer Noire.

Plusieurs défis menacent aujourd’hui ’avenir des stocks et des pécheurs. La péche
INN constitue un fléau majeur qui met & mal les efforts de gestion. Les insuffisances
en matiére de collecte de données et de suivi scientifique constituent une faille critique.
Le cadre régional de gouvernance doit également étre développé et consolidé.

Le potentiel de rétablissement des stocks est encore important a condition d’agir
rapidement. Nous nous trouvons aujourd’hui 2 un moment historique. L’avenir méme
de la péche et des pécheurs en mer Noire et en Méditerranée est aujourd’hui en jeu.

En parallele, il est nécessaire de définir un cadre assurant le développement durable
de I’'aquaculture. Le travail mené dans le cadre de la CGPM par son Comité scientifique
consultatif de ’aquaculture et la mise en place d’un groupe de travail (task force) pour
élaborer une stratégie sur I’aquaculture doivent étre particulierement salués.

La dynamique lancée: le processus de Catane
Le Commissaire Vella a engagé début 2016 un processus destiné a rétablir les conditions
d’une exploitation durable des stocks de la Méditerranée et de la mer Noire.
Cette dynamique repose sur plusieurs principes fondamentaux:
e La réponse doit étre collective. Agir de facon isolée ne fonctionnera pas compte
tenu du caractere partagé des stocks.
* Les mesures de gestion doivent &tre renforcées a tous les niveaux: international,
européen, national.
e Il faut agir rapidement pour éviter I’effondrement des stocks tout en mettant en
place des mesures avec une vision de moyen et long terme.
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® Les mesures de gestion des péches doivent étre améliorées, mais il faut également
renforcer le contrdle et la lutte contre la péche INN ainsi que Iorganisation de
’évaluation des stocks.

* D’impact socio-économique des mesures doit étre anticipé et maitrisé, en portant
une attention particuliere aux spécificités de la péche artisanale.

* Tous les acteurs concernés, et en particulier les professionnels, doivent &tre
associés a la préparation des décisions.

® Nous devons faire preuve de solidarité entre pays riverains en renforcant
I’assistance pour permettre la modernisation du secteur de la péche et le
renforcement des capacités nationales de controle. L'Union européenne se tient
préte a apporter le meilleur soutien possible dans ce cadre en mobilisant les outils
de coopération de sa politique de voisinage, en utilisant notamment I’instrument
TAIEX et le systeme des jumelages.

Les priorités pour les prochains mois
Cette nouvelle dynamique va étre concrétisée par plusieurs actions-clés a court terme.

A Péchelle de I'Union européenne, interdiction des rejets entre graduellement en
application depuis 2015. Le débarquement des especes démersales deviendra obligatoire
en janvier 2017. Un plan sur le rejet du turbot en mer Noire est en préparation et doit
entrer en vigueur a cette date afin d’accompagner la mise en ceuvre de cette obligation.
Par ailleurs, les quotas de capture de turbot et de sprat pour 2017 applicables a la
Roumanie et la Bulgarie sont en préparation, comme chaque année depuis 2008.

La Commission européenne travaille par ailleurs avec les Etats membres afin de
définir des mesures nationales transitoires pouvant étre mises en ceuvre rapidement en
vue de commencer a rétablir les stocks.

Sur le plan international, les efforts doivent maintenant se concentrer sur plusieurs
axes:

La stratégie 2 moyen terme en faveur de la durabilité des péches en Méditerranée et
en mer Noire pour 2017-2020, adoptée cette année lors de la quarantieme session de la
CGPM, constitue une pierre angulaire de la nouvelle dynamique pour la Méditerranée
et la mer Noire. Les actions définies par cette stratégie doivent &tre mises en ceuvre
sans tarder. Plusieurs actions revétent une importance particuliere pour la mer Noire.

En ce qui concerne I’évaluation des stocks, la création d’un forum de la CGPM sur
les sciences halieutiques va permettre d’améliorer la coordination du travail d’évaluation
et le partage des données. Ce forum doit également aboutir a2 une harmonisation des
méthodes d’évaluation et de validation des résultats. Aujourd’hui, seule une minorité
des stocks de la mer Noire est évaluée. Nous devons progresser en faisant un meilleur
usage commun de nos moyens.

Le lancement de campagnes régionales d’évaluations pour compléter les données
disponibles ainsi que le développement de modeles d’analyse bioéconomiques vont
permettre de mieux préparer les mesures de gestion.

Le développement des plans de gestion est une priorité majeure. Notre attention
doit se porter sur les stocks les plus fragilisés, tels que le turbot et ’aiguillat, mais aussi
sur d’autres stocks d’intérét commercial pour lesquels nous manquons de données et
d’avis scientifiques.

Le contrdle et la lutte contre la péche INN constituent un autre volet important de
la stratégie. Les pratiques INN en Méditerranée et en mer Noire vont étre caractérisées
précisément et quantifiées par une étude spécifique. La mise en place d’un plan
régional de lutte contre la péche INN va permettre d’agir concrétement afin d’aboutir
a ’éradication du phénomene. L’adaptation des législations nationales est un aspect
essentiel de ce plan d’action.
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La protection des écosysteémes et la prévention des captures accidentelles d’especes
sensibles fait partie intégrante de la stratégie. L’objectif visant  protéger 10 pourcent
des espaces en Méditerranée et en mer Noire requiert un effort important afin de
combler notre retard.

La stratégie 3 moyen terme permettra également de mieux prendre en compte la
petite péche cotiére, notamment par la réalisation d’une étude régionale et la mise en
place d’un groupe de travail permanent.

L’Union européenne apportera enfin tout son soutien au projet BlackSea4Fish afin
de renforcer concrétement Iapproche régionale pour la gestion des péches.

Je suis convaincue que les défis auxquels nous faisons face doivent &étre relevés de
maniére intégrée, en agissant collectivement a tous les niveaux. Nous ne pourrons
progresser que si nous sommes préts a dialoguer et a coopérer, en particulier lorsqu’il
s’agit de science.

Soyons honnétes, ce n’est pas toujours facile. Cela implique de dialoguer a différents
niveaux. Mais 'expérience montre que cela fonctionne. Si ’on accepte de coopérer dans
quelques domaines concrets, il devient alors possible de progresser réellement dans le
suivi scientifique comme dans les mesures de gestion des ressources.

La conférence ministérielle de mars 2017

Dans le cadre de cette nouvelle dynamique, le Commissaire européen chargé des
affaires maritimes et de la péche invite tous les ministres de la péche des pays riverains
de la Méditerranée a participer a une conférence les 29 et 30 mars 2017 3 Malte.

Cette conférence doit permettre de sceller un engagement politique commun pour
les 10 années a venir afin de parvenir 4 une gestion durable de la péche en Méditerranée.
Cet engagement prendra la forme d’une déclaration ministérielle pour assurer la
durabilité des péches, 14 ans apres la déclaration ministérielle adoptée a Venise.

Cette déclaration doit refléter les préoccupations et objectifs des pays riverains.
Un travail de préparation du projet de déclaration doit débuter rapidement au niveau
technique. Ce travail devra se fonder sur les attentes exprimées par les différents pays.

La politique maritime de I’'Union européenne
L’Union européenne soutient le développement de I’économie bleue.

Nous croyons que ’économie bleue a une valeur ajoutée pour la croissance au
niveau national et des emplois pour les communautés cotieres.

Nous favorisons également I’approche intégrée de la politique maritime, qui prend
pleinement en compte le «systeme de la mer».

Dans ce contexte, nous pensons que nous avons besoin d’un environnement marin
sain et productif dans la mer Noire.

Nous assurons déja le financement d’un certain nombre de projets dans la région,
et nous allons continuer a soutenir la croissance bleue durable dans la région avec des
instruments financiers dédiés tels que le Fonds européen pour les affaires maritimes et
la péche, le programme Horizon 2020 et le Fonds européen pour les investissements
stratégiques.

Conclusion
Notre conférence aujourd’hui est un jalon important pour améliorer la coopération
régionale en matiére de gestion des péches et de développement durable de I’aquaculture.
Nous soutenons pleinement les résultats de cette conférence. Nous croyons que la
coopération régionale et les synergies dans ce domaine devraient étre développées.
Je tiens a vous assurer que 'Union européenne est préte et travaille actuellement sur
des mesures pour soutenir la CGPM dans ses efforts pour améliorer les connaissances
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scientifiques, la surveillance et le controle préalable, lutter contre la péche INN et
soutenir le renforcement des capacités dans ce domaine au bénéfice des peuples des
Etats riverains.

Je vous remercie.
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H.E. MICHAEL CHRISTIDES
Secretary General, BSEC

Minister Irimescu,

High representatives from the member states,
Representatives of the international organizations,
Distinguished participants,

I am honoured and privileged to address the High-level conference on behalf of the
Permanent International Secretariat of the Organization of the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation and I would like to thank the General Fisheries Commission for the
Mediterranean and the hosting country for inviting us and for the excellent conditions
created for this meeting.

Allow me to briefly highlight the activities and priorities of BSEC in the field
of fisheries in the Black Sea region which comprises the territories of the 12 BSEC
member states.

The activities of BSEC in the field of fisheries are directed by the provisions of the
BSEC Economic Agenda, a strategic document approved by the BSEC Council of
Ministers of Foreign Affairs and endorsed by the heads of state and government. These
activities are in line with Goal 6 of the BSEC Economic Agenda and comprises, among
other activities, promoting regional cooperation for the sustainable management of
fishery resources.

At the ministerial level, the ministers of agriculture of the BSEC member states
adopted a Joint Declaration on the interactions between the BSEC countries in the field
of agriculture and agro-industry. The Joint Declaration shapes a concise and ambitious
roadmap to further enhance and intensify the cooperation in the field of agriculture
of the BSEC member states. It puts an emphasis as well on the elaboration of efficient
measures of control and surveillance for fishing activities in the boundary-neighbouring
aquatories.

At the expert level, the BSEC Working Group on Agriculture and Agro-industry
at its meeting on 12-13 May 2016 considered the prospects of the Black Sea regional
cooperation in the field of fisheries. The national experts stressed the importance of
enhancing regional cooperation in the field of fisheries and aquaculture, taking into
account the relevant activity of other regional and international organizations.

Among those institutions, a special relationship has been established with the
General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean. Apart from the consultations
held regularly between the two entities, the representatives of both organizations
are participating in each other meetings, making a significant contribution to the
decision-making process.

While discussing the subject of unreported and unregulated fishing in the Black
Sea area, and considering the measures to combat illegal and undeclared fishing, the
national experts expressed the view of potentially beneficial significance for the BSEC
member states to consider joining the FAO Agreement on Port State Measures to
Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing.

The activities of the BSEC subsidiary body are in line with the relevant targets of
the mid-term strategy towards the sustainability of the Mediterranean and Black Sea
fisheries and are aimed at curbing illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing through
a regional plan of action.

The BSEC experts will further consider these issues at the next meetings with a
view to exploring practical means to enhance Black Sea regional cooperation in the
field of fisheries. We expect to continue our interaction with the GFCM and other
stakeholders on these matters.
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In a more practical way, I would like to inform you that BSEC plans to organize,
in spring 2017, in Istanbul, a Conference on Enhanced Cooperation on Black Sea
Fisheries and Blue Growth. The main objective of the conference is to share knowledge
and expertise in fisheries and aquaculture in the Black Sea area. The principal activities
will consist of a two-day meeting with a plenary session and several round-table,
informal discussions and consultations.

We believe that the conference will contribute to the efforts of so many stakeholders
to reverse the declining trend of fish stocks through strengthened scientific advice
in support of management by increasing scientific knowledge, developing research
capacity and transferring marine technology.

The conference will build on the achievements of today’s High-level conference
and will contribute to the exchange and gathering of the relevant scientific data and
advice on management measures, environmental issues and socio-economic impacts on
marine living resources and ecosystems in the Black Sea.

Last but not least, we are in the final stage of concluding a memorandum of
understanding between BSEC and FAO, which will define the areas of cooperation
and would lead, in the future, to the implementation of joint projects in the Black
Sea region. According to the proposed text, BSEC and FAO will cooperate in the
implementation of joint projects in the Black Sea area. A special provision of the
memorandum of understanding is foreseen for promoting regional cooperation for the
sustainable management of fishery resources, including through the GFCM.

In concluding my remarks, I wish to underline that BSEC will continue to promote
the cooperation in the field of fisheries in the Black Sea region. In this process, we will
maintain our traditional cooperation with our partners, including the GFCM, with
other regional organizations and initiatives as well as with international organizations
and institutions.

Thank you.
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MS IRINA MAKARENKO
Pollution Monitoring and Assessment Officer, Commission on the Protection of
the Black Sea Against Pollution

Your Excellencies,
Dear Chairman,
Distinguished participants of the High-level conference,

It is a great honor for me to be here today and I would like to extend my gratitude
to the Romanian hosts and to the GFCM Secretariat for their efforts to organize this
distinguished High-level conference and for this chance to be given a floor on behalf
of the Permanent Secretariat of the Black Sea Commission.

As you may know, the Black Sea Commission was created as an executive body
to implement the provisions of the Convention on the Protection of the Black Sea
Against Pollution also known as the Bucharest Convention, actually signed in this
beautiful city of Bucharest back in 1992 and ratified by all the Black Sea riparian
countries immediately after. The Black Sea Commission consists of representatives of
the respective Ministries of Environment of the six Black Sea riparian countries and I
am really delighted to see some of them among us today in this meeting room.

Being a Regional Sea Convention, the Black Sea Commission is responsible for
promoting the implementation of the Bucharest Convention and its protocols. It was
established to, inter alia, monitor and assess pollution, control pollution from land-
based sources, ensure the conservation of biological diversity, address environmental
safety aspects of shipping, address environmental aspects of management of fisheries
and other marine living resources and, last but not least, promote integrated coastal
zone management and maritime policy.

There is no doubt that further development of cooperation between the Black
Sea Commission, the GFCM and ACCOBAMS in relation with the imperative need
to promote sustainable fisheries in the Black Sea region as well as sharing the same
objective towards ensuring the preservation of the marine environment and ecosystems
of the Black Sea is on our agenda today.

As you may know, in 2012 bilateral MoUs between the Black Sea Commission and
the GFCM, as well as between the Black Sea Commission and ACCOBAMS entered
into force and are being successfully implemented.

Therefore, recognizing the importance of implementing the provisions in the
above-mentioned MoUs and addressing the current environmental challenges, given
the need of carrying out joint activities in areas of common interest, enhancing
the information exchange, sharing expertise and best practices, joining efforts and
developing synergies, these three organizations are wishing to work together on joint
initiatives/projects supporting the implementation of the MoUs concluded between
them.

The MoU between the Black Sea Commission and the GFCM was signed on 14 May
2012 in Marrakech, Morocco, during the thirty-sixth session of the GFCM. The Joint
GFCM-Black Sea Commission Workshop on Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated
fishing was a first activity in the framework of this MoU. The main outcome of the
workshop was the development of a roadmap identifying actions, objectives, means
and actors of relevance for the Black Sea in order to fight IUU fishing. Another
important forum for cooperation is the work of the GFCM Working Group on the
Black Sea and joint efforts of our secretariats to develop common indicators to assess
fisheries and aquaculture in the Black Sea region.
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The joint activities in the Black Sea basin between the Black Sea Commission, the
GFCM and ACCOBAMS could cover the following topics:

e promotion of an ecosystem-based approach to fisheries management and

aquaculture;

* mitigation of the impacts of fisheries and aquaculture on the marine habitats and

species;

e data quality, data collection and analysis, stock assessment; and

® research and training.

In this context, we see a great potential and a great need to implement a dedicated
project covering the above-mentioned issues and we fully support the efforts of the
GFCM and fully commit to assist in its successful implementation in the Black Sea
region.

Concluding my address, let me wish success to this meeting and to our future
endeavors aimed at maintaining sustainable fisheries and aquaculture in the Black Sea
region.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.
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MS FLORENCE DESCROIX-COMANDUCCI
Executive Secretary, ACCOBAMS

Your Excellency, Mr Achim Irimescu, Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development
of Romania,

Excellencies,

Mr Jiansan Jia, FAO representative,

Mr Abdellah Srour, GFCM Executive Secretary,

Dear delegates,

It is a great pleasure for me to extend my sincere thanks to the Romanian authorities
and to the GFCM Secretariat for bringing us together in the city of Bucharest for
this High-level conference towards enhanced cooperation on Black Sea fisheries and
aquaculture aimed at addressing the critical issues being faced by the fisheries and
aquaculture sector in the Black Sea region.

ACCOBAMS is the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black Sea,
Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area. Established under the auspices of
the United Nations Environment Programme Convention on Migratory Species, this
regional Agreement, adopted in 1996, is going to celebrate its twentieth Anniversary
during the Sixth Meeting of the Parties to ACCOBAMS that will be held in Monaco
on 22-25 November 2016.

ACCOBAMS is aimed at achieving a favorable conservation status of the cetaceans
of the Mediterranean and the Black Sea. Cetacean conservation can only be achieved
by taking into account the impacts of the human activities on cetaceans, among which
the incidental capture (or bycatch) of cetaceans in fisheries represents one of the most
acute threats to cetaceans in many parts of the world.

Currently, bycatch in fishing gear constitutes the major source of human-induced
mortality of Black Sea cetaceans and all three species (harbour porpoise, bottlenose
dolphin and common dolphin) are known to be incidentally caught in fishing gear
throughout the waters of all Black Sea riparian countries.

As we have discussed yesterday during the expert meeting, some fishing gear
and techniques are known to be very detrimental to the conservation of cetaceans,
in particular the bottom set gillnets for turbot that have been reported to be a
considerable threat to cetaceans. However, issues to be tackled are complex and can
only be achieved through the implementation of a comprehensive and regionally
integrated strategy for improving cetacean conservation in the Black Sea, that includes
first, improving the knowledge on the impact of fisheries through data collection and
onboard observers programme and second, implementing conservation measures to
mitigate the interaction between cetaceans and fishing gear.

Improving the knowledge on cetacean populations in the Black Sea is fundamental,
as few information on their abundance and distribution is available and the lack of
data is critical to monitor and assess the impacts of fisheries on cetacean populations.
For this latter point, I do hope that thanks to the ACCOBAMS Survey Initiative — a
regional initiative to be officially launched in November 2016 aimed at establishing
an integrated and coordinated monitoring system for cetaceans — we will be able to
provide robust estimates of the cetacean populations in the Black Sea that will be useful
for the fisheries managing authorities in the Black Sea, and first of all for the GFCM.

Institutional collaboration with competent organizations is also fundamental. This
is one of the main priorities of the 2014-2025 ACCOBAMS Strategy and the GFCM
is one of the key partners of ACCOBAMS. A memorandum of understanding has
been established in 2012 between the secretariats of both organizations, providing a
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concrete framework to support initiatives and to create opportunities for developing
joint actions, in particular as regards the mitigation of interactions between endangered
marine species and fisheries as well as on area-based conservation measures.

For the latter, a Joint Cooperation Strategy on Spatial-based Protection and
Management Measures for Marine Biodiversity was elaborated among the secretariats
of ACCOBAMS, the GFCM, the International Union for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) Centre for Mediterranean Cooperation, the United Nations Environment
Programme Mediterranean Action Plan (UNEP/MAP) through its Regional Activity
Centre for Specially Protected Areas (RAC/SPA) and in collaboration with the
Network of Marine Protected Areas Managers in the Mediterranean (MedPAN),
to support the identification of priority spatial areas at a regional scale for the
implementation of protection measures. I do hope that a similar strategic approach be
followed in the Black Sea region in the near future with the participation of competent
organizations, in particular the Black Sea Commission and the Organization of the
Black Sea Economic Cooperation, in order to promote sustainable fisheries and
aquaculture in the Black Sea.

In addition, during the forthcoming meeting of the parties to ACCOBAMS to
be held in November, the parties to ACCOBAMS will be invited to review a draft
resolution on the interactions between fisheries and cetaceans. The importance of the
collaboration between ACCOBAMS and the GFCM will be reiterated, as well as
the mandate of the ACCOBAMS Secretariat to provide assistance to the countries in
addressing the issues of negative interactions between fisheries and cetaceans.

In this context, the mid-term strategy (2017-2020) towards the sustainability of
Mediterranean and Black Sea fisheries, in particular its Target 4 “minimize and mitigate
unwanted interactions between fisheries and marine ecosystems and environment”,
represents a cross-sectorial strategic asset and an additional tool to strengthen the
coordination of our actions, to create new opportunities for collaboration and to
improve the effectiveness and efficiency of our efforts.

The goals we want to achieve are ambitious and it is only if we tackle them together,
in collaboration and within our respective mandate, that we will be able to meet the
challenges of the sustainable conservation of marine resources in the Black Sea, for
the benefit of the riparian populations and of the marine ecosystems under increasing
pressure from human activities.

The Declaration to be adopted today represents a unique opportunity to promote a
collaborative approach to cooperation amongst countries in the Black Sea region with
the support of, and in collaboration with, the relevant organizations.

In conclusion, I would like to confirm here the ACCOBAMS commitment to work
with you on these issues for strengthening the effectiveness of our action and avoiding
duplication of efforts in view of promoting sustainable use of marine resources in the

Black Sea.

Thank you for your attention.
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MS AINA AFANASIJEVA
Director, Eurofish

Ministers,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I would like to first join others and thank our hosts for the excellent organization of
the content-rich conference and for their very warm welcome and hospitality.

It is a great honor and privilege for me to participate in this conference and have the
chance to address so many stakeholders, both public and private, from the Black Sea
region; a region composed of six countries which unites different cultures and a place
of a large variety of economic activities with an impact on the whole region. It is also an
important fishing region, where most stocks are shared and transboundary in nature,
and with an emerging aquaculture sector.

Different issues of common interest, such as conservation and sustainable use of
marine resources and biodiversity, environmental protection and integrated coastal
zone management, must be given an increased attention with a view to cultivating a
shared responsibility and capitalizing the potential of the Black Sea.

It is in the common interest of all states of the region and also various
intergovernmental and regional organizations to actively combine all efforts to address
chief challenges and make use of the potentials the Black Sea offers. And a lot is
achievable through joint efforts, joint initiatives which can deliver tangible results. In a
constantly changing world, the key is that we have strong cooperation mechanisms in
place. They are absolutely critical for dealing with issues that cannot be dealt with by
single nations/states, those issues that stretch beyond national interests.

In this regard, let me praise the GFCM taking a lead role in building partnerships
and carrying out various joint initiatives for the benefit of the Black Sea region, a good
example of which is today’s conference. But, cooperation and collaboration is not only
limited to the conference. What is important is what happens after the conference.

We certainly shall complement each other and make synergies between what we
do. We must make use of our knowledge, excellence in fisheries and aquaculture we
possess and build our partnership on each other’s strength.

I fairly believe that Eurofish, being an international organization and having the
necessary tools in its hands, such as the Eurofish Magazine, well-known among
professionals and a widely distributed specialized journal, can play an important role
to give better visibility to Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture, to increase both the
industry and public awareness about the sector, the countries surrounding the sea
basin, and also valuable activities carried out by various partner organizations. It is
important that we tell people what we do. We also can address the common values of
the Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture, as part of the wider Mediterranean heritage.

Eurofish will continue to contribute to the development of the Europe-wide portal
EMODnet (European Marine Observation and Data Network) consisting of a wide
range of marine data, of which Black Sea is an integral part. We also are ready to
actively participate in the BlacSea4Fish project activities.

Demonstrating continued efforts to engage with the region, Eurofish attaches
high importance to continue its training and capacity-building initiatives by sharing
experience and knowledge with an ultimate aim to foster the development of fisheries
and aquaculture in the Black Sea region.

Ladies and gentlemen, there is still a large potential for fostering existing cooperation
mechanisms and each of us has a role to play, ensuring better synergies between the
activities carried out by various countries and partner organizations.



58

GFCM High-level conference towards enhanced cooperation on Black Sea fisheries and aquaculture

I truly look forward to strengthening and broadening the cooperation mechanisms
in the Black Sea region and working together for the benefit of the sector and people
who dedicate their lives to fisheries and aquaculture.
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MR ABDELLAH SROUR
Executive Secretary, GFCM

Monsieur le Ministre de I’Agriculture et du Développement rural de la Roumanie,
S.E. Achim Irimescu,

Madame le Ministre de I’Agriculture et de I’Alimentation de la Roumanie,
S.E. Dessislava Taneva,

Madame le Ministre de I’Environnement, des Eaux et Foréts de la Roumanie,
S.E. Cristiana Pasca-Palmer,

Excellences, Mesdames et Messieurs les Directeurs,

Honorables participants,

Chers collegues et amis,

Au nom de la Commission générale des péches pour la Méditerranée de la FAO, je
tiens & exprimer ma grande satisfaction pour les résultats qui ont été atteints au cours
de ces deux journées de travail intenses et fructueuses.

Grace a la Déclaration conjointe qui vient d’étre adoptée aujourd’hui, une étape
historique vient de se conclure. Cette déclaration est le fruit des efforts de tous et
marque une volonté commune de ’ensemble des pays riverains de la mer Noire et des
organisations, qui sont venus participer en force a cette conférence. Elle contient des
messages forts et représente un engagement politique important. C’est I'instrument
dont nous avons besoin pour aller de ’avant, ensemble, afin d’ceuvrer en faveur d’une
péche et d’une aquaculture durables dans la région.

Cette déclaration repose en outre sur le produit des conclusions techniques
particulierement détaillées et de grande qualité, qui ont été élaborées a I'issue de
discussions tenues au sein des différents panels. Ces éléments techniques ainsi que les
recommandations formulées formeront la clé de votlite des actions futures qui seront
menées par la CGPM et ses partenaires dans les différents domaines considérés comme
prioritaires pour la mer Noire, qu’il s’agisse de la gestion des stocks surexploités, de
la péche illicite, non déclarée et non réglementée, de la conservation des ressources
biologiques marines et de leurs écosystemes ou encore du développement d’une
aquaculture durable.

Les résultats tres positifs qui ont été atteints durant cette conférence sont pleinement
en accord avec les différentes initiatives en cours dans ’ensemble de la région, qui
prennent en compte les problématiques spécifiques a la mer Noire. Il suffit de
mentionner notamment la stratégie 2 moyen terme en faveur d’une péche durable en
Méditerranée et en mer Noire, qui vient d’étre lancée, et la stratégie visant a assurer
le développement durable de ’aquaculture, qui est sur le point d’étre présentée aux
membres de notre Commission. Naturellement, ces stratégies ne pourront &tre mises
en ceuvre sans ’appui de tous les partenaires et de toutes les institutions concernées.

A cet égard, le role central que devra jouer la CGPM en tant qu’organisation
régionale compétente chargée de la gestion des péches et du développement d’une
aquaculture durable est indiscutable et je me réjouis en outre de constater que la
coopération se place au cceur des préoccupations des pays riverains et de I’ensemble
des organisations de la région. La présence a cette conférence de plusieurs représentants
de haut niveau, de nombreuses organisations et administrations des pays riverains ainsi
que de représentants de la société civile témoigne des liens qui se sont tissés dans la
région et de la volonté de les renforcer. Cela démontre également la nature variée et
multidimensionnelle des aspects liés a cette coopération.

Nous pouvons désormais compter sur un réseau d’acteurs particulierement fourni
et actif en mer Noire, un réseau qui sera appelé, dans un avenir proche, a se consolider
encore davantage grice au projet BlackSea4Fish. Je me félicite du large soutien qui a été
exprimé en faveur de ce projet, qui a été reconnu comme un instrument fondamental
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pour stimuler davantage la coordination entre les différentes administrations et les
différents acteurs de la mer Noire en vue d’adopter une approche concertée pour
garantir une péche et une aquaculture durables.

Enfin, cette conférence n’aurait pas été un succes sans I'importante contribution
fournie par le Gouvernement de la Roumanie, en particulier le Ministére de I’ Agriculture
et du Développement rural, qui nous a si chaleureusement accueillis ici & Bucarest et
qui a assuré impeccablement I’organisation de cette manifestation. Ce succes n’aurait
pas non plus eu lieu sans le réle déterminant joué par nos partenaires, notamment
I’Accord sur la Conservation des Cétacés de la Mer Noire, de la Méditerranée et de
la zone Atlantique adjacente (ACCOBAMS), la Commission pour la protection de la
mer Noire contre la pollution, ’Organisation de coopération économique de la mer
Noire (BSEC) et I’Organisation internationale pour le développement des péches en
Europe centrale et orientale (Eurofish), ni sans le soutien apporté par le Département
des péches et de ’'aquaculture de la FAO ainsi que par I'Union européenne. Je tiens
en outre a remercier la modératrice qui a parfaitement mené et animé les discussions
ainsi que tous les représentants des administrations, experts, participants et collegues
qui, grice a leur contribution scientifique, ont enrichi les débats. Enfin, je remercie
chaleureusement tous les collegues du Secrétariat de la CGPM pour leur travail, non
seulement ici sur place mais aussi dans nos bureaux 3 Rome. Un grand merci également
aux interpreétes ainsi qu’a toutes les personnes qui ont participé a I'organisation de cette
conférence.

Jespere avoir le plaisir de vous revoir prochainement dans le cadre des activités qui
découleront de cette conférence et je vous remercie pour votre attention.
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The High-level conference towards enhanced cooperation on Black Sea
fisheries and aquaculture was organized by the GFCM in partnership
with the Agreement on the Conservation of Cetaceans of the Black
Sea, Mediterranean Sea and Contiguous Atlantic Area (ACCOBAMS),
the Commission on the Protection of the Black Sea Against Pollution
(Black Sea Commission), the Organization of the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation (BSEC) and the International Organisation for the
Development of Fisheries in Central and Eastern Europe (Eurofish), and
in collaboration with the Romanian Government.

More than 100 participants from GFCM contracting parties,
cooperating non-contracting parties, non contracting parties,
international organizations, non-governmental organizations,
universities and academia attended the conference. The conference
was structured around an expert meeting followed by a high-level
session where strategic aspects related to cooperation in fisheries and
aquaculture at the Black Sea level were tackled.

The event was marked by the unanimous adoption of a declaration
which clearly demonstrated a strong political commitment to increase
collaboration among Black Sea riparian countries with a view to
promoting the rational exploitation of marine living resources, the
sustainable development of aquaculture and the mitigation of threats
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